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V IND I G ATX 


May it pleaſe your G RACE 1 


OUR Grace, at the head of your pro- 
vince of Canterbury, hath made a re- 
preſentation to his majeſty, highly 
ſuitable, as well to the exalted ſtation in which 
divine providence hath placed you, as to your 


perſonal character; diſtinguiſhed by a vigilant 


zeal, ſo needful in theſe days, for the defence 
of the church, and for the furtherance of the 
goſpel, of Jeſus Chriſt. 

AMON G other juſt cauſes of regret to ſe- 
rious Chriſtians, you have complained to him, 
« that books, pamphlets and papers are vended 
with impunity, the plain eνn of which is 
to make the goſpel of Chriſt an object of 
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2 KING DAVID; 


* ſcorn, and to promote ſuch impious notions 
e and flagitious behaviour as tend to the de- 
« ſtruction of human ſociety.” 

By your grace's juſt and becoming reſent- 
ment, ſo publickly expreſſed againſt this threat- 
ning enormity, I am encouraged to addreſs to 
you a particular complaint againſt what feem- 
eth to me to be one of the moſt pernicious 
books that this bold and ſhameleſs age hath 
produced ; together with what I hope will be 
found a ſufficient refutation of the groſs calum- 
nies with which the author, in imitation of 
his favourite Shimer, hath loaded one of the 
firſt characters in the church of Chriſt. 
Bor, my lord, the refutation of calumny 
was never known to purſue it cloſely enough 
to repair all the miſchiefs occaſioned by it. 
Many thouſands have already hearkened, and 
many more may hearken to this author's ri- 
bald aſperſions of David's character, with will- 
ing ears; with hearts inclined to wiſh them 
true: who will not be prevailed upon even to 
ſearch the ſcriptures to find © whether theſe 
« things are ſo; and will certainly much leſs 
be attentive to a vindication of David by a 
writer altogether unknown to fame. 

Consc1ovus of his want of talents to al- 


lure ſuch, or indeed any, readers, and of per- 
ſonal 


VIN DIC AT E D. 3 
ſonal authority which might give ſome weight 


. —4 
to his reaſonings, this writer hath waited thus 1 
long, in hopes that David's cauſe would have 


met with ſome better manager, Ie filence of C 9292 


abler advocates hath devolved this taſk upon |” dale Hines q 1 


him ; and he hath preſumed to addreſs his at- 
tempt to your grace becauſe, 1 the mo- 
tive alteady mentioned, 

1. FRoM the thought that he is beg 
under your grace's eye he feels a ſecret acceſ- 
ſion of vigour and confidence. 3 

2. YouR grace's name prefixed to his per- 
formance will excite curioſity and give him 
more readers of every ſort than he could other- 
wiſe expect. 

3. He hath found, by hin means, an op- 

portunity of offering it, with all deference and 

humility, to your grace's conſideration, whe- 
ther, if, in conſequence of the addreſs from 
yourſelf and your province, it ſhould be re- 
ſolved to paſs a cenſure in convocation upon 
pernicious modern books and pamphlets, this — aa. 
prophane invective entitled the hiſtory of the allen 4, ib 
man after God's own heart, thould not be one 
of them. 
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4 K ING DAVID 


TER character of DAvip king of Iſrael is 
honoured, in many parts of the ſcriptures of 
the old and new teſtament,, with peculiar 
marks of diſfintion. Before he enters upon 
the ſtage of action he is, by the mouth of the 
prophet Samuel, ſtiled a man after Gop's 
own heart a; a teſtimony which, according to 
St. Paul b, was given to David by Gop him- 
ſelf; by whom, according to Samuel e and 
this apoſtle d, he was raiſed up to be the King 
of Iſrael. CER Nr og Fe 

Tux like ample teſtimony is given to the 
integrity and obedient ſpirit of David in many 
paſſages of the old teſtament, where Gop 
himſelf is the ſpeaker by the voices of his 
prophets. Some of the principal paſſages to 
this purpole may be ſeen in the references 
hereafter noted. The prophet Iſaiah ſpeaking 
of Chriſt's eternal kingdom, ſeateth him upon 


a2 1 Sam, 13. 14. 8 
b Acts 13, 21, 22. Gop raiſed up unto them David 
to be their king ; to whom alſo lie gave teſtimony and ſaid, I 
have found David the ſon of Jeſſe, a man after mine own heart, 
who ſhall fulfil all my will. | | 5 
c 1 Sam. 13. 14. The Lord hath ſought him a man after his 
own heart, and the Lord hath commanded him tb be captain 


over his people. 
d Acts 13. 21, 22, above cited. 


the 


* 


23, 24. I will ſet up one ſhepherd over them 


| lick church he ſaid, I am the good ſhepherd 


VINDICATED: 5 


the throne of David. © And St. Peter faith, 
that Gop raiſed up Chriſt to ſit upon Da- 


_ vid's throne.” f By Iſaiah, again, did Gop 


promiſe to raiſe up the ſaviour Chriſt out of 
David's progeny. s The ſame promiſe did he 


make by Jeremiah. h By this Prophet, i as alſo 


by Ezekiel i and Hoſea, i who all lived long 


e Iſai 9. 7. — The government ſhall be upon his ſhoulder; 
and his name ſhall be called wonderful, counſellor, the mighty 
Gov, the everlaſting father, the prince of peace. Of the increaſe 


of his government and peace there ſhall be no end, upon the 


throne of David and upon his kingdom, to order it and to eſta- 


bliſh it with judgment and juſtice, from henceforth even for 


ever, f Acts 2. 30. 
g Iſa. 11. 1. There ſhall come forth a rod out of the ſtem 
of jeſſe &c. 


h Jer. 23. 5 & ſeq, Behold the days come, Gaith the Lord, 
that I will raiſe up unto David a righteous branch, and a king 


| ſhall reign and proſper. And this is the name whereby he ſhall 


be called, THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS. 

i Jer. 30. 9. They ſhall ſerve the Lord their Gop, and Da- 
vid their king, whom I will raiſe up unto them. Ezek. 34. 
even my 
ſervant David and I the Lord will be their Gop, and my 
ſervant David a prince among them. And Chap. 37. 24, 25- 
They all ſhall have one ſhepherd, and my ſervant David ſhall be 
their prince for ever. To this paſſage our bleſſed Saviour ma- 
nifeſtly alluded John 10. 14 & ſeq. when ſpeaking of his catho- 
and I lay 
down my life for the ſheep. And other ſheep 1 have —— and 
they ſhall hear my voice, and there ſhall be one fold and one ſbep- 
herd, Hof. 3. 5. The children of Iſrael ſhall return, and ſeek 
the Lord their Gop, and David their 1. whom FI ſet 


over them. 
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after David's days, Jeſus Chriſt is foretold, as 
the Prince, the King who 1s to reign over 
God's people, under the expreſs name of 
DAVID. The ſame name is applied to 
Chriſt by Iſaiah, k who propheſied of his reſur- 
rection under the title of * the ſure mercies 
of David.” 

AND we ſhall the leſs wonder at his being 
by the inſpired writers of the old teſtament 
called by the name of David, when we con- 
ſider, that David is frequently acknowledged 
by Chriſt and his apoſtles to ſpeak of himſelf 
as the typical repreſentative of our Lord. 


k Iſa. 55. 3. cited and explained by St. Paul Acts 13. 34. As 
concerning that He (Gop) raiſed him from the dead, no more 
to return to corruption; he ſaid on this wiſe, I will give you the 
ſure mercies of David. | 

1 Pf. 22. 1. My Gop, my Gop why haſt thou forſaken 
ME ? Matt. 27. 46. Jeſus cried my Gop, my Gov, 
why haſt thou forſaken ME? Pf. 22. 18. They parted MY 
raiment among them and for MY veſture they did caſt lots, 
John 19. 23. The ſoldiers took his garments and alſo his coat 
without ſeam, woven from the top throughout : they ſaid 
therefore, let ut not rend it but caſt lots for it —— that the 
ſcripture might be fulfilled which faith, they parted my raiment 
among them, and for my veſture they did caſt lots. Pf. 69. 21. 
In my thirſt they gave ME vinegar to drink, John 19. 28, 
29. Jeſus knowing that. all ( other) things were now accom- 
pliſned (7:75) that the ſcripture might be fulfilled, (Ta«w2y) 
laith, I thirſt. And they filled a ſpunge with vinegar, 
and put it to his mouth. When Jeſus therefore had received the 
vinegar he ſaid, It is finiſhed, 7576255. Pf, 69. 9. The zeal 
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In the ſermons and writings of the apoſtles 
which are preſerved to us in the new teſtament, 
we find David's character every where treated 
with that reverence which is due to a perſon 
divinely inſpired, an highly-favoured ſervant 
of Gop. St. Peter and St. John expreſſiy 
aſcribe the ſecond Pſalm, which they attribute 


to David, to Gop's inſpiration. m St. Paul, as 
may be ſeen in our firſt marginal reference, 


declares the characteriſtic of the man after 


of thine houſe hath eaten me up. John 2.13 —— 17. Jeſus 
found in the temple them that ſold oxen Kc. and he drove 
them all out of the temple — and faid make not my 
father's houſe an houſe of merchandize, And his diſciples re- 
membred that it is written, the zeal of thine houſe hath eaten 
ME up. Pf. 69. 9. The reproaches of them that reproached 
thee [God the Father] are fallen upon ME. Rom. 15. 3. 
Chriſt pleaſed not himſelf but as it is written, the reproaches of 
them that reproached thee fell on ME, Pſ. 16. 10. Thou 
wilt not leave MY ſoul in hell, neither wilt thou ſuffer thine 
Holy one to ſee corruption. Acts 2. 25 —— 31. David be- 
ing a Prophet (faith St. Peter) and knowing that Gop had ſworn 
with an oath to him, that of the fruit of his loins he would 
raiſe up Chriſt to fit on his throne [ This oath is recorded Pl. 
132,11, The Lord hath ſworn in truth unto David —— of 
the fruit of thy body will I ſet upon thy throne. ] He ſeeing this 
before, ſpake of the reſurrection of Chriſt, that his ſoul was not 
left in hell, &c. | | : 
m Acts 4. 25 — 31. Lord, thou art God who by 
the mouth of thy ſervant David haſt ſaid, why do the hea- 
then &c. And when they had prayed the place was ſhaken —— 
and they were all filled with the Holy Ghoſt, | 


God's 


8 KING DAVID 
Gop's own heart, to have been fixed upon 
David by Gop himſelf. | 
St. Peter, cited in the note but one pre- 
ceding, alledges David's 16th Pſalm as a pro- 
phecy of Chriſt's reſurrection. The ſame 
apoſtle demonſtrates the exaltation of Jeſus 
Chriſt's human nature at the right hand of 
Gov, from what is foretold of it in the 110th 
Pſalm. n And upon the authority of the ſame 
Pſalm St. Paul aſſerts that Chriſt muſt reign 
till Gop (the Father) hath put all enemies 
under his feet, death being the laſt of them. 
Id the epiſtle to the Hebrews, David is en- 
rolled among thoſe heroic ſervants of Gop 
who, through faith, fubdued Kingdoms, 
wrought righteouſneſs, &c. ? In St. John's 
Revelation, © Thus faith the Holy, the True, 
* that hath the key of David à — Whatever 
we are to underſtand by this key, is it not 
honourable for the character of David, that a 
thing ſhould be appropriated to him, or to the 


n Acts 2, 34 — 36. David —— faith, the Lord ſaid unto 
my Lord, fit thou on my right hand until I make thy foes thy 
footſtool, THEREFORE let all the houſe of Iſrael know aſ- 
ſuredly, that Gop hath made THIS SAME JESUS WHOM 
YE HAVE CRUCIFIED, both Lord and Chriſt. What is 
meant by his being made both Lord and Chriſt is expreſſed v. 33. 
by his being by the right hand of Gop exalted,” after his re- 
lurrection. o 1 Cor. 15. 25, 26, p Heb.11. 32, 33: 
q Rev. 3. 7, | . | 
| greater 
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greater David whom he repreſented, which is 
in the keeping of the Gop of eſſential truth 
and holineſs? Again r I Jeſus — I am the 
root and offspring of David. Could he be 


the root of David in particular, unleſs David 
received ſtrength and nouriſhment from him? 


The patriarch then bears at leaſt as intimate a 
relation to Chriſt, beſides that of being hu- 
manly his anceſtor, as the apoſtles did, to 
whom he ſaid, and in them to all his faithful 
ſervants, I am the vine, ye are the branches.” 
Ou collection of ſcripture - teſtimonies 
concerning David, ſhall be cloſed with thoſe 
of Jeſus Chriſt himſelf, as _—_ are recorded 
by the evangeliſts, 

THREE of them have informed us that our 
Lord cited the practice of David, as a deciſive 
comment on the law of Gop relating to the 
Sabbath, againſt the Phariſees. < Have ye 
© not read, ſaid he, what David did? s We 
know that no authority leſs than divine would 
be alledged by Him as determining the ſcope 
and meaning of Gop's law. This queſtion is 
therefore a tacit aſſertion that David acted, in 
this caſe of the ſhew-bread, t, <p the authority 
of the Spirit of Gop. 


r Chap. 22. 16. s Matt. 12. 3. Mark 2. 25. Luke 6. z. 


t 1 Sam. 21, 6, 
WHEN 
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WurN our Lord is foretelling to the Jews 
their rejection of him, and the conſequences 
of it, he confirms his prophecy by a citation 
from one of the Pſalms; where he is repre- 
ſented as the ſtone rejected by the builders u, 
but afterwards advanced to the moſt impor- 
tant uſe of any in the whole building w. In al- 
luſion to this Pſalm, and to Chriſt's applica- 

tion of it, he is ſtiled by St. Peter, * the ſtone 
rejected by the builders” ; x and, a living 
© ſtone, diſallowed indeed of men, but cho- 
« ſen of Gop and precious.” y 

INDEED, the citations made by Chriſt in 
this and other places 2 of the Pſalms of David, 
as prophetical and inſpired by the Spirit of 


Gop, might, of themſelves, be alledged as an 


inconteſtable argument that, whatever our 
new hiſtorian may imagine, HE who << knew 
. what was in man, ſaw no impeachment to 


u Matth. 21. 42. Jeſus faith — Did ye never read in the 
feriptures, the tone which the builders refuſed, &c. 
w Pſ. 118, 22. x Acts 4. 11. y 1 Pet. 2. 4. 
z Matth. 22. 41 — 45. Jeſus asked them ſaying, what 
think ye of Chriſt? whoſe ſon is he? they ſay unto him, the ſon 
of David. He faith unto them, how then doth David in ſpirit 
call him Lord, ſaying, the Lord faid unto my Lord (Pf. 110. 
x.) fit thou on my right hand &c. Luke 24. 44. He faid unto 
them — all things muſt be fulfilled which are written in the 
law of Moſes, and in the Prophets, and in the PSALMS con- 
cerning ME. J 
| lie 


g3 pant and 1 
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lie againſt the character of David; whoſe 
great offence was, through Gop's mercy, waſh- 

ed away by the tears of an hearty, ſorrowful, 
permanent repentance. And accordingly, we 
find our Lord ſuffering, without reprehenſion, 

the people's hoſanna's to the ſon of David;“ 
and liſtening with complacency to the cries of 
Bartimæus and others who, ſeeking the reco- 
very of their fight, reiterated, *<* thou ſon of 

* David,” with uncommon importunity. 

Ir were eaſy to be more copious in ſuch 
citations from the holy ſcriptures as do 
honour to David's moral character and ſuffra- 
gate to the purity, the integrity, the pious 
temper of his heart. But enough are alrea- 
dy alledged to ſhew how dear he was to 
Gop, and how uniformly he is repreſented as 
a man after Gop's own heart, by the pro- 
phets who came after him, by the chief 
apoſtles, and by Jeſus Chriſt himſelf. 

FROM the high rank which David holds ob by 
in the ſcriptures, it is a neceſſary conſequence, CA ebene | 
which many well-meaning perſons have not, Jn | 
perhaps, attended to, that his cauſe is inti- 
mately interwoven with that of the redemp- 
tion of mankind. If he was, in truth, that 
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pocritical monſter he is, by this writer, re- 
_ preſented to be, where, may it be aſked, is 
the holineſs and purity of that diſpenſation, 
which hath ſingled out ſo execrable a villain 
for the principal favourite of heaven, the 
boaſted anceſtor of the Mefliah ; the king 
whoſe throne is by prophets and apoſtles ex- 
preſſly called the throne of Chriſt ; whoſe 
proſperities were vouchſafed him, as prophe- 
tic types of the exaltation of Chriſt to be a 
ſpiritual prince and a ſaviour; nay, whoſe 
perſon is addreſſed by Gop in language meant 
ultimately to beſpeak the eternal ſon of 
Gop ;z and whoſe words, {ſpoken concerning 
himſelf in his Pſalms, are cited by the apoſtles 
as prophetically ſpoken of the ſame incarnate 
ſon of Go p, ſuffering, or reviving from the 
grave, or exalted to reign in heaven ? what 
would it have been but the fooliſhneſs of 
folly, inſtead of the wiſdom of wiſdom itſelf, 


a Pſ. 2. 7. The Lord hath ſaid unto ME, Thou art my 
ſon, this day have I begotten thee. Acts 13. 32, 33. The pro- 
miſe, (faith St. Paul to the Jews at Antioch) which was made 
unto the fathers, Go p hath fulfilled the ſame unto us their 
children, in that he hath raiſed up Jeſus again; as it is alſo 
written in the ſecond Pſalm, Thou art my ſon, this day have 1 
begotten thee. Compare Heb. 1. 1 5. Matt, 27. 46. Pl. 
22. 1. My Gop MY Gop = why haſt thou forſaken ME, 
Pf. 26. Acts 2. Thou wilt not leave MY foul in hell &c, —— 
Thou haſt made known to ME the ways of life. 


to 


NI 13 
to have pitched upon ſo foul a character to 
ſuſtain ſuch noble, important relations! to be 
the anceſtor, the predeceſſor, the prophet, the 
repreſentative of Chriſt the king of glory, of 
Gop inveſted in human nature! 

Tris author, in his preface b complains 
of a partiality in David's hiſtorians; and in 
his hiſtory e hath offered a ſuſpicious con- 
jecture that ſome of David's practices were 
thought fit to be concealed by them, whoſe 


aim, he tells us, was to whiten David's cha- | 
_ rater. But certainly, if the facts they have e = 
thought fit to relate do indeed, naturally andi , WH! 
really carry the colour in which this author. . .,,” l. Al q | 
ſhews them, theſe hiſtorians muſt be pro- ae, Ty 
nounced to be not only below all contrivance, | 4 


but even below the fainteſt glimmerings 

common ſenſe. How, otherwiſe, is it con- 
ceivable that they ſhould fill their hiſtory of a 
perſon whoſe character they appear to reve- 
rence, chiefly with ſuch facts as ſhould de- 
monſtrate him to be one of the moſt deſpi- 


cable of human beings ? eſpecially conſidering} 


that many of theſe facts, as being tranſacted 
in private, nay all of them, might have been 
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14 KING DAVID 

Fo R theſe reaſons we muft ſuſpect at firſt 
fight, what we ſhall evidently perceive upon 
a cloſer enquiry, that our author hath widely 
departed from his promiſe, d * to be candid 
« every where.” But ſtill more ſtrongly muſt 
we ſuſpe& it becauſe of the very excellent 
things which are ſpoken of David by 8 
mouth of GO b, as Chriſtians contend; 
leaſt, as unbelievers muſt allow, by men i 
reſpectable characters, who knew the circum- 
ſtances of the Jewiſh hiſtory perhaps more 
perfectly than our author. Such were Samuel, 
(whoſe character we hope to vindicate againſt 
his foul aſperſions,) Iſaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, 
Hoſea, Zechariah. We muſt add the apoſtles 
John, Peter, and Paul, (a fort of favourite 
with our author,) Zacharias e the father of 
the Baptiſt, and laſtly Jeſus Chriſt himſelf. 

I wovuLD fain ſuppoſe that our hiſtorian, 
if he had been aware how many advocates ap- 
pear in the ſcriptures for David's character, 
would have come to the examination of it 
with modeſty and diffidence. Either theſe 
« ſuſpicions of mine,” might he have faid, 
are wrong, or the moſt venerable of the 
* prophets of the old teſtament, and the chief 
ce apoſtles of the new, nay Chriſt himſelf, ap- 


d Pref, N. e Luke 1. 69. 
| ce pear 


Der - 6 
« pear to have been (I tremble to write it!) 
« the weakeſt of men, the groſſeſt of impoſ- 
e tors: — whoſe pretenſions to divine nature, 
« or to inſpiration would all be refuted by the 
« truth of what I pretend to have diſcovered, 
the TURPITUDE OF DAVID'S 
HEART.“ f 
OvR hiſtorian ſeems defirous to police 8 
his examination of David's character by the 
authority of St. Paul, who hath directed us 
to * prove all things, and hold faſt that which 
«1s good.” A direction equally to his pur- 
poſe with that of St. John, Try the ſpirits 
« whether they be of Gop.” His touchſtone 
is Jeſus Chriſt. Every ſpirit that confeſſeth 
« Jeſus Chriſt is come in the fleſh, is of 
„Go D. h St. Paul's criterion is exactly the 
ſame. That which is good is, according 
to the tenor of all his writings, that, and that 
only, which retaineth to Jeſus Chriſt. And if 
nothing is more ſtrongly ſuppoſed in the goſ- 
pel of Chriſt than the PURITY OF DA- BY 
VID'S HEART, then certainly to aſſert the| 4 bet mw A 308 
TURPITUDE OF DAVID'S HEART |. 
is to reject the goſpel, and, according to St.“ 
Paul's principle, *« to hold faſt that — 18% 
* ern.” 


f See the author's P. SY. g Pref. p. 8. h 1 John 4. 1. 
| : THAT 
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Tur the apoſtle's criterion is that which 

I have mentioned, viz. < Jeſus Chriſt, and his 
ce goſpel, is evident from the proteſtation 
cited from him by our hiſtorian in the ſame 
paragraph of his preface. An apoſtle,” faith 
he, has told us that we are not to believe 
te even an angel from heaven, who ſhould 
* preach any other goſpel than that of 
ce Chriſt:” i if he do, ſaith St. Paul, let him 
te be accurſed.” k Will our hiſtorian then be 
tried by his author's rule? if ſo, I fear he 
will hardly eſcape the curſe denounced upon 
this ſuppoſed angel from heaven ; ſince it hath 
juſt now appeared, that to vilify David as an 
hypocritical profligate, a ſon of Belial, is a di- 
rect attempt to overthrow the goſpel of Chriſt. 
But what other goſpel hath he ſubſtituted in 
the place of it? why, certain “ ſelf-evident 
« conceptions of right and wrong,” and ſome- 
thing which he calls © the only diſcerning fa- 
te culty with which our Creator hath furniſh- 
tc ed us.” | © No authority,” we are told, can 
ce beſo ſacred as to ſet theſe aſide.” — Though 
in truth, theſe are nothing more than ſo many 
cant-expreiſions which, from the firſt riſe of 
infidelity, have been alledged in juſtification 
of an endleſs variety of contradictory fancies 


1 Pref. p. 9. k Gal. 1. 8.% 1 Pref. p- 9. 
5 "man 
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| and imaginations, catachreſtically called rea- 
| fonings, ſet up in ee to the goſpel of 
Chriſt. 

ou nai is, I doubt not, before * 
| with me in obſerving how prepoſterouſly the 
authority of St. Paul is adduced in behalf of 
| theſe « ſelf-evident conceptions,” and * this 
e diſcerning faculty; as if his doctrine were 
1 areal encouragement to attempt the overthrow 
of that golpel whoſe evidence, 1 to 


„Ani 


as ſtrongeſt ae can 1 conceived! an angel, 
deſcending from heaven 1s not to be belieyed 
in oppoſition to it. = 
AGAIN; this author * that man 
hath one ONLY DISCERNING FACUL- 
| IV. 2 But St. Paul ſpeaks alſo = A SPIRI- 


the thi ings of he Sein of Fn open; 
while they neceſſarily remain undiſcerned, 


deſpiſed, unknown by the amp iſvwes Þ (the 
natural man, not having the ſpirit e) however a 2 
vigorouſly our author s faculty may flouriſh 1 in Wi 
him. 

LASTLY, St. paul frequently reaſons from 
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18 KING. DAVID 
How unfit a patron is the apoſtle for a wri- 
ter whoſe aim it is to degrade David below 

the moſt abject of mankind ! | 

Bor to return. The accepted charniier 
* of David as the man after Gop's own 
c heart,” implies not, as this author con- 
tends, m the height of purity,” a characte- 
riſtic incompatible with man's fallen ſtate ; 
but “a general uprightneſs of intention, an 
* heart zealouſly diſpoſed to promote the glory 
«of Go' and the real benefit of mankind.” 
Not, indeed, placed out of the reach of temp- 
tation, nor ſheltered from the ſudden guſts of 
paſſion, nay once foully overſet by them ; but 
deeply wounded, when his conſcience awaked 
from her ſlumber, with the remorſe of his 
tranſgreſſions, and alert to recover the ſtation 
from which he had lapſed, by ſtrong cryings 
to Gop, by bitterneſs of tears, by unreſerved, 
humiliating confeſſions; in a word, by a whole 
life of ſorcowful, penitential proſtration. | 
Bur even this degree of purity is what our 
hiſtorian will by no means allow him; nor 
indeed any degree at all. The TUR-PI- 
 TUDE OF DAVID'S HEART is his 
theme, which he is to make good by incon- 
teſtable facts, fairly cited from the Old. Teſta- 
ment. He will repreſent. matters as they 


6 | ap- 
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<« appear to him, giving his vouchers for every 
fact as he goes along.” 

I TRUST. it will appear in the following 
pages, that he hath groflly diſtorted ſome 
facts; that he hath wholly invented others ; 
and that if others did really appear to him as 
he hath repreſented them, this was owing to 
a groſs ignorance of the bible-hiſtory. 

Ix, after all, the behaviour of David, in 
ſome articles which happen to be in this new 
hiſtory fairly and honeſtly repreſented, ſhould 
ſeem to bring the purity and integrity of his 
heart into queſtion, we ſhall not think it ne- 
ceſſary to give up his cauſe as deſperate. On 
the contrary we ſhall not heſitate to pronounce 
him innocent, except in the caſe of his al- 
lowed offences, upon the authority of Go D's 
word, which appears fo often to the ſupport 
of his character. That authority, confirmed 
by the miracles of prophecies fulfilled and 
mighty works performed, will certainly ac- 
cording to © the moſt {elf evident conceptions 
of right and wrong,” weigh down a few 
malevolent conjectures formed upon facts not 
fully related, and which as eaſily admit of 
more favourable conjectures. 

 Uron thoſe actions of men which come 

under our own perſonal notice, we are every 
B 2 day 
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day paſſing wrong judgments, which we find 
cauſe to correct upon a fuller knowledge of 
circumſtances. . Is it, then, unfair to ſuppoſe, 
| = i was that ſome unknown particular would, if 
F 4 brought to light, evince Dayid's integrity in 


e, 4 524 
. at nel ſome caſes, at preſent doubtful, when the in- 


2 
3 ge under ſpired prophets and Apoſtles, nay the Son of 
17 , Gov himſelf, bear ſuch ample teſtimony to 
| EZ We”: | 
= TAI circumſtance apparently becalioned 
ſome perplexity to our hiſtorian; ** the au- 
| e thority of the Lord fo. continually quoted to 
<« ſanctify every tranſaction. It is a ſtum- 
bling block which, to uſe his own expreſ- 
| ſion elſewhere, he reſolved © to ſtep over ſince 
1 e jt is not to be removed.” 
' Ax p his ſtride is, indeed, a ſeat of no 
; | common activity; ſuch as, if he can perform 
| | it effecually, will enable him to prove any 
| 


thing in theology, and at the fame time ef- 

fectually ſecure him againſt all refutation. It 

| is, to. reſolve the authority of the Lord” 
i | into 2 meer NATIONAL PHRASE I But 
d unfortunately. a qualm of conſcience checked 
| him from aſſerting this univerſally. “ This 
| | 5 authority conſtituted, for the moſt part, only 
« national phraſes.” By this ſalvo, his charge 


n p. 12, 13. o Pref, p. 12, 13. 
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is rendered vague and unpreciſe. Not a ſingle 
inſtance is mentioned where the allegation of 
this authority of the Lord means nothing be- 
yond a national phraſe, nor is any excepted 
caſe ſpecified, in which the authority of the 
Lord was, indeed — the authority of the Lord. s | 
What ſhall we do for a criterion, to diſtin- Gegen | ih 
guiſh juſt pretenſions to divine authority from |< ons 1 * 
national phraſes? Till ſuch criterion ſhall be.“ fp | | 

Acre 
aſſigned by our author, we muſt be contented % 3. au 
to acknowledge the reality of a divine au- aA. 7 a, | 
| thority in the ſcriptures wherever it is Had of al 
* quoted. : Dede naageuc aa GOA „ 1 

AT the ſame time we muſt inſiſt that, Moe 1. a 
whatever he might intend, he hath, by bi 2a an A mi 
treatment of the character and acts of Samuel, Al in 15 
virtually denied the divine authority of every ;/-./ 2 * 748 
tranſaction recorded in the Bible-hiſtory. If , 4d 48 
Samuel, whom that hiſtory aſſerts,” * whom wal 
« all Iſrael from Dan even to Beerſheba knew, 
* to have been eſtabliſhed a prophet of the 
« Lord; N who, in his very infancy, was de- 
legated by the mouth of G op himſelf to de- 
nounce a judgment againſt Eli and his houſe, 
which was afterwards circumſtantially exe- 
cuted ; 4 who twice, by his prayers, called 


p 1 Sam. 3. 20. 4 | Sam, ch. 3. 
B 9 down 
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down inſtant thunder from heaven ; r whom 
St. Peter numbers among the prophets of Je- 
ſus Chriſt; if his allegations of God's au- 
thority were no more than national phraſes, 
then were there never any true pretenſions to 
divine authority. 1 
BEH OI p then, the hiſtory of all che mi- 
racles of heaven, all Go p's wonders of old 
time, his mighty hand and his outſtretched 
arm, all the prophetic declarations of events, 
which his hand and his counſel determined 
to bring to paſs in the fulneſſes of Time; be- 
hold, by the legerdemain of our author's bare 
aſſertion, all are vaniſhed into the thin air of 
a national phraſe ! = 
O phraſe! more powerful than 
the dreaded name 

Of Demogorgon ! | 
able, firſt to create, and afterwards to deluge 
the world ; able, if we may deſcend to ſmaller 
wonders, to divide the ſea and make the wa- 
ters to ſtand on an heap; to turn the flint 
r 1 Sam. 7. 9, 10. And Samuel cried unto the Lord for Ii- 
rael, and the Lord heard him. and as Samuel was offcring the 
burnt offering the Lord thundered with a great thunder on 
that day upon the Philiſtines and they were ſmitten before Iſrael. 
And ch. 12. 17, 18, Kc. Samuel faid, I will call unto the Lord, 
and he ſhall fend Waser and rain So Samuel called unto 


the Lord, and the Lord ſent thunder and rain chat day —— 
5 Acts 3. 24. 


ſtone 
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ſtone into a ſpringing well: to cleave the 
ground aſunder for the deſtruction of thoſe 
who rebelled againſt the prophet and the 
prieſt of THE LORD: — to cover the 
mountain's top with flames and ſmoke, and 
cauſe multitudes to quake and tremble at the 
piercing blaſt of the celeſtial trumpet : — to 
proſtrate the walls of a fenced city — to heal 
the ſick, cleanſe the lepers, raiſe even the 
dead to life again! . 

Fo ſuch and innumerable other tranſ- 
actions, equally. wonderful, is the authority 
of the Lord continually quoted in the biblical 
writers. And yet, this authority is, at laſt, 
noting more than a national Phraſe! 

Ir this account be true, we muſt indeed 
give up the ſtrongeſt, the deciſive argument 
for. the purity and integrity of David's heart. 
But if it be no better, than a ſhameleſs, un- 
ſupported aſſertion, then muſt our author's 
whole ſtructure, evidently 3 _ it, 
tumble to the ground. 

LET it it not be ſaid that in this ves 
tion I ought not to inſiſt upon divine au- 
thority, becauſe my antagoniſt denies it. An 
authority fo eſtabliſhed as that of the prophets, 
of the apoſtles, of Chriſt himſelf, is not,: ac- 
cording to the laws of diſputation, to be given 
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up at any rate. It is an authority grounded 
upon the moſt deciſive argument. How im- 
pertinent 1s it to proteſt againſt the great au- 
thentic ſeal of heaven, the ſeal of Miracles! — 
ATTESTED BY SUCH EVIDENCE AS 
NO OTHER FACTS EVER OBTAIN- 
ED! — by eye-witneſſes, who ſuffered death 
in adhering to their atteſtations ! 

THE fame ſpirit which led our hiſtorian to 
vilify David, hath alſo exaſperated him againſt 
David's apologiſt the excellent Dr. Delany. 

Ir was natural enough for him to cry out 
againſt that gentleman's maſterly performance, 
becauſe it contains, in ſubſtance, if not in 
form, a full ſolution of all this author's ob- 
jections. 

Ix Dr. Delany hath too often deſcended to 
probable, topical reaſonings in defence of his 
hero's conduct, it was nat, I am perſuaded, 
becauſe he thought them needful to the ſup- 
port of his cauſe. It was a facrifice to the now 
happily exploded taſte of the times he wrote 


in, which had prepoſterouſly exalted rheto- 


ric, with Cicero for her bible, into the chair 
of theology. 

For Mr. Stackhouſe I 3 not a word to 
offer. His rhetorical diſcuſſions of thoſe in- 


numerable doubts which he has moved, of, 


ce how 
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« how is this? and why is that?” conſtitute 
him the abſurdeſt of all chriſtian divines. 
How was it that he could fail to fee that the 
authority of the word of GoD, which was all 


the while even before his eyes, was a com- 
pendious and irrefragable anſwer to all his, 


doubts together ? 

Our hiſtorian, apparently with a view of 
ſcreening himſelf from the reſentment of AU- 
 THORITY, pretends to offer his perform- 
ance to the publick under the notion of a vin- 
dication of his late Majeſty from the infult 
which, as he contends, hath been offered to 
his memory by ſome reverend panegyriſts, ſo 
he ſtileth certain diſſenting teachers, who, it 


ſeems, have been fond of comparing him with 
king g David; © a monarch,” faith he, in no 
2 reſpect reſembling him.” 

IT is no part of the preſent defign to en- 
ter into the diſpute between thoſe gentlemen 
and this author. Whether there ve any foun- 
dation for this compariſon, or who 1s injured 
by it, Gop, in whoſe hands are the hearts 
of kings, and who perfectly knew thoſe of 
both the monarchs, 18 alone able to deter- 
mine. Lo | 
As far as men can judge, it doth not ot ſeem 


that any king's character would be inſulted | 


by 
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by a compariſon of it with that of king * 
vid. 

Bur nothing is more evident chan * a 
greater inſult was never aimed at the autho- 
rity of the holy ſcriptures, and at the doctrine, 
judgment, and practice of the church of 
Chriſt, than by this pretended HISTORY 
OF THE MAN AFTER GOD'S OWN 
HEART. 

THE more neceſſary will it be to enter 
upon an examination of it — by which I truſt 
it will appear, that it is a falſe and ſcanda- 
Jous hiſtory. | 
Lu xt us only premiſe that as this author 
draws his facts from the bible-hiſtory, it is 


but equitable that his examiner ſhould have 
the ſame privilege. It ſhall therefore be de- 


manded, as a reaſonable POSTULATUM, 
that any fact be allowed to be ſufficiently 
« proved or diſproved, when the authority of 


the bible-hiſtory ſhall appear for or againſt 


1 

TRE way to David's hiſtory. lies through 
that of Saul, the firſt king of Iſrael. The 
ſtory therefore opens with a bitter invective 
againſt Samuel the prophet, and the judge 
who, immediately before Saul's deſignation to 


the throne, had * Iſrael by the deputa- 


tion 
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tion of his two ſons. They, it ſeems, abuſed 
their truſt, took bribes, and perverted judg- 
ment. The elders of Iſrael come to Samuel 
and demand to have a king over them to judge 
them like all the nations. a Their project is 
diſpleaſing to Samuel. Joſephus conceives this 
diſpleaſure to have ariſen from his high opi- 
nion of the then eſtabliſhed axifincrniy; Our 
author aſcribes it to ſelfiſhneſs. 

IF the reader would turn to the 12th 8 
of this firſt book of Samuel, he would, I think, 
be diſpoſed to acquit the prophet of this 

charge. 
Tur we read that Samuel, having firſt 
appealed to the people for the integrity of his 
paſt adminiſtration, puts them in mind of the 
many deliverances which Go p had wrought 
for them by Moſes, by Joſhua and the judges; 
among the reſt by himſelf. At Mizpeh he 
had, by prayer and ſacrifice, obtained a great 
thunder from heaven, b which had diſcom- 
fited the Philiſtines; and they were ſmitten 
before Iſrael, and came no more into the coaſts 
of Iſrael. © But,” continues the prophet, 
© when ye ſaw that Nahaſh the king of the 
* children of Ammon came againſt you, ye 
*« ſaid, nay but a king ſhall reign over us; 
2 1 Sam. 8. 5. b 1 Sam. 7. 9, 13. 
« when 
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when the Lord was your king.” This is 

agreeable to what GOD had expreſlly ſaid to 

Samuel in the 8th chapter, They have re- 

* jected me that I ſhould not reign over 

E aber aucli“ them.” Their requeſt was a direct rejection 
bY 24. Heernrhe; and diſtruſt of the providence and protection 
of heaven. And to prove that Gop was of- 
fended at their rejection of him for their king, 
Samuel foretells that his prayer ſhall be im- 
mediately anſwered by an exploſion of the 
| fame artillery of heaven, which he had before 
| obtained for their deliverance from the Phi- 
|| | hitines. «I will call upon the Lord,” faith 
1 he, and he ſhall ſend thunder and rain 
| (the day being clear and cloudleſs, * fit for 
harveſt) that ye may perceive that your 
tc wickedneſs is great which ye have done in 
„ the ſight of the Lord in aſking you a king. 
| «© So Samuel called upon the Lord, and the 
« Lord ſent thunder and rain that day: and 
| « all the people greatly feared the Lord and 
| Samuel.“ 


2 This is one of the minis by which, according to an 
eftabliſhed opinion of the ancients, heaven ſometimes thought fit 
to terrify a guilty world. 
Diether 
PER PURUM tonantes 
Egit equos, volucremque currum. Hor. 


WELL 
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WII I might they tremble and ſay unto 
Samuel, as it follows, © pray for thy ſer- 
c vants unto the Lord thy Gop, that we 
« die not, for we have added unto all our 
« fins this evil, to aſk us a king.” The an- Grankin FE | 
ory thunder was rolling over their heads. much fan 

The Almighty had bent the bow and made 774 Bo 3 5 
it ready; that reſiſtleſs weapon which at 4 UG Yo, | 
the prayer of the ſame lips which had now | 18 
prevailed with him, had e'erwhile diſmayed, * 
turned to flight, deſtroyed the armies of the | 
aliens. We hear no pleadings now 1n behalf 2 e N 
of their late importunate requeſt. No com- 22 fla , 61 
plaints of a mal-adminiſtration, which their Kee bo i f . 

conſcience told them might ſoon have been „ 1 | ml 
retified without a change of government. // 

They kiſs the rod, and humble themſelves nale 0 6 
before their heavenly King, and before the 97 . 

_ prophet who rebukes them with 4:s thunder. 

TES E are plain facts, as clearly recorded 
in the hiſtory as thoſe of Samuel's anointing 
Saul 'and David, and hewing Agag in pieces. 

All reſt upon the fame hiſtorical evidence. It 
is alſo plainly recorded, that the day before” 
Saul's firſt coming to Samuel, © the Lord had 
revealed in his ear, ſaying, to morrow about 
this time I will ſend thee a man of the land 


«© of Benjamin, and thou ſhalt anoint him to 
| -"* He 


1. 


ingly. 


dc , 


« be captain over my people Iſrael.” — That, 
hen Samuel ſaw Saul, the Lord ſaid unto 
him, behold the man whom I ſpake to thee 


f; this ſame ſhall reign over my people.” 


— And that when he had anointed him in 
the name of the Lord, he predicted to him 


three events, of various circumſtance, which 


ſhould happen to him at three ſeveral ſtages of 
his ; journey; and which did happen accord- 


LET us look farther in the 1 5th chapter, 


| and we ſhall read that Saul, after the conqueſt 
of the Amalekites had ſpared their king, their 


flocks and their treaſures, in direct diſobe- 


dience to the voice of the Lord, who had faid, 


« Go and ſmite Amalek and utterly deſtroy all 
« that they have, and ſpare them not; but 
de flay both man and woman, infant and ſuck- 
ling, ox and ſheep, camel and ais.” — That, 
before Samuel came to Saul after this con- 
queit, Go p had ſpoken to Samuel ſaying, «it 
e repenteth me that I have ſet up Saul to be 
« king, for he is turned back from following 
© me, and hath not performed my command- 


ments. And it grieved Samuel, and he cried 


«unto the Lord all night. The 16th chap- 
ter begins with Go p's expoſtulation with Sa- 
muel; How long will thou mourn for Saul, 

te ſeeing 
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« ſeeing I have rejected him from reigning 
*« over Iſrael? Fill thine horn with oil and go, 


„ will ſend thee to Jeſſe the Bethlehemite, 


« for I have provided me a king among his 
« ſons.”. The ſame chapter goes on to inform 
us that when Jeſſe's ſons paſſed before Sa- 
muel, and he conceived Eliab from the come- 
lineſs of his perſon, to be Go p's choice, he 
was checked with this divine rebuke, Man 
« looketh on the outward appearance, but the 
« Lord looketh on the heart.” 

Sue are the fimply-recorded facts re- 


lating to Samuel's prophetical miniſtration in 


the anointing of Saul and David. 
Ir they are true, then was Samuel an hea- 


venly- minded, faithful, zealous ſervant of Gop. 


Allow our hiſtorian to reſolve all theſe facts 
into a „ partiality of the genuine hiſtorians,” 


and into © national phraſe;” allow him to 


new-model the tranſactions to which they be- 
long, to ſtrip them of the motives and circum- 
ſtances which genuinely attend them, and to 
furniſh them with others ſuggeſted by his 
own ungrounded ſuſpicions ; — allow him 
but this modeſt requeſt, and he ſhall demon- 
ſtrate Samuel to have been no better than a 
ſelfiſh, revengeful Levite, an imperious crea- 
tor, manager, and diſpoſer of kings; who put 

ä 1 down 
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down one and ſet up another, not by the ex- 
preſs command of G op, but according to 
his own intereſt and convenience. 

TEN too ſhall Gov's lot which fell upon 
Saul reſemble a conſiſtory- election of a Biſhop, 
and the divine approbation of David's heart be 
fit only for the ſcoff of irony. 

IN the mean time, we mult leave it to our 
hiſtorian to conſider how he ſhall diſpoſe of 
the account given of Samuel's negotiations in 
relation to Saul and David, by his favourite 
apoſtle St. Paul, who expreſſly attributes them, 
as well as David's character of the man after 
God's own heart, to Gop himſelf. The rea- 
der may ſce the apoſtle's account cited at length 
from Acts 13. by turning back to p. 4. mar- 
ginal note, 

[THERE is a fort of readers, who ſtare with 
aſtoniſhment upon every thing in hiſtory 
which does not ſquare with their own mode 
of thinking ; juſt as our ſmall gentry do upon 
any thing outlandiſh. Our author is one of 
them. He puts me in mind of his brother- 
philoſopher the Frenchman in Montefquieu, * 
who, ſeeing a ſtrangely habited figure in the 
ſtreets of Paris, and finding upon enquiry that 
he was a Perſian, uttered his amazement in 


a Lettres Perſanes. 


this 
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this acute exclamation, Good gods] how 
ſtrange that a body ſhould be a Perſian ! 
THERE is, however, this difference be- 
tween the philoſophers. The Frenchman al- 
lows the fact, though he cannot account for 
it. Our countryman grows ſceptical upon ſuch 
occaſions. If the thing ſtand above the level 
of his own conceptions, he immediately con- 
cludes that there 1s ſome juggle in it. With 
this turn of mind he contemplates the illapſe 


of Gopꝰ's ſpirit upon Saul and upon David, to 


whom, he, not quite ſo honeſtly nor con- 
formably to his text, informs us that Sa- 
«© muel gave it, having,” as he falſely adds, 
« juſt taken it away from poor Saul.” 

Wir the like irreſiſtible waggery he 
deſcants upon the gift of predicting futurities; 
upon which occaſion we are told, falſely a- 


gain, that © falſe' prophets could impoſe upon 


true ones.” b And here, by the help of But- 
ler, he is infinitely pleaſant upon the applica- 


a P. 8. It is ſaid 1 Sam. 16. 13, 14. The Spirit of the 
Lord came upon David —— and the Spirit of the Lord 
departed from Saul. | 

b It appears from 1 Kings 13. 18. to which our author hath 
referred us in proof of this aſſertion, that it was a true prophet 
who prevailed upon a true prophet, in trying his obedience, to 
tranſgreſs Gop's expreſs command, and then predicted his fate 
— as it came to pals, | 


C 


* 


Aal l Led 
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tion made by Saul to Samuel for intelligence 
with a fee in his hand. 
Tux whole jeſt of this affair lies in the pe- 
Ae of cuſtoms, and divine appointments 
among the Jews. Gop vouchſafed frequently 
to anſwer their religious or innocent enquiries 
by his prophets'; and whenever a prophet was 
applied to, it was cuſtomary to make him a 
„ reverential offering of ſuch things as they had. 
The prophet perhaps had no ſubſiſtence but 


. 2911p 7. from ſuch providential preſents. 
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oh the ſame arch vein: runs his detail of 
"He ſhort hiſtory of the ſchools of the pro- 
phets, and of the divine inſtinct of prophecy 
which feized upon Saul and proſtrated him 
on the ground for a day and a night; not 
naked, but, ſtript of his regal, and inveſt- 
ed with a prophetic robe. 
Ou author is at firſt puzzled at * rela- 

tion; then recollects himſelf and reſolves it 
into a fit of enthuſiaſtic phrenzy inſpired by 
Samuel. He alters his plan in the next page; 
perceives that hee has been multa agendo nibil 
agens, and leaves the matter In where he 
found it. 

' A w1sER ſtep he could not have taken. 


How happy 


fi ſic 


Omnia! I 
| This 


his 
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This kind of propheſying was, doubtleſs, well 
underſtood in the times when it prevailed, and 
which it concerned. As there appear not, in 
ſacred hiſtory, ſuch traces of it as are neceſ- 
fary to guide our ſearch, we muſt give it up, 
as we do the res deperdite. of prophane anti- 


quity. - Our labour will be loſt, as this au- 
thor's is, in writing about it — and about it. 


All we can learn of it is, that it was ſome ex- 


traordinary effect of the as of the Spi- 


rit of Goo. 
Ou author, to do him juſtice, hath ac- 


quitted himſelf not leſs wiſely with regard to 


two other embaraſſments into which the 
courſe of the bible- narrative threw him. 

THE one is occaſioned by David's return- 
ing, from ſuſtaining the offices of Saul's mu- 
ſician and armour bearer, to feed his father's 
ſheep. He was wanted at home to ſerve in 
that capacity; his brothers being called to the 
army. Cattle were the eſtate and dependence 
of families in thoſe times. The feeding them 
was not ſo mean an employment as now it is. 
— But away with juſtifications. Let us em- 
brace the party of our author, who reſolves 
* to ſuppoſe all to be right and to 80 on quiet- 
* ly with the ſtory.” 
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36 KING DAVID 

H1s other ſtumbling-block, as he calls it, 
is the circumſtance of Saul's not knowing Da- 
vid, at leaſt, not knowing whoſe ſon he 
« was,” at the time of his going to meet the 
giant ; ce though he had ſent to Jeſſe for his 
<« ſon David; though David had played to him 
« on the harp : though Saul had again ſent to 
« Jeſſe, to defire that David might be per- 
« mitted to ſtay with him, and in conſe- 
e quence of this, had created him his armour- 
« bearer ; though he had now a freſh confe- 
« rence with him, had juſt put his own ſuit 
4 of armour on him; and though all theſe oc- 

e currences r have Uh SER in a ſmall 
« ſpace of time. 

ONE might ſuppoſe a hundred very pro- 
bable circumſtances to account for all theſe 
| ſeeming inconſiſtencies. I could urge, that 

great kings are not apt to take much notice of 
their muſicians, nor even of their armour- 
bearers — that David having been abſent a 
year or two from court, might be altered in 
his perſon ; or if he was not, yet a ſmaller 
time is ſufficient, as Dr. Delany obſerves, to 
make a man forgotten at court — that Saul's 
underſtanding was ſomewhat diſturbed while 
David reſided with him — alas! ſuch infinite 


variety of circumſtances ſurrounds every fat, 
| that 


>\” ww 
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that a polititian, who can, with the utmoſt 
preciſion, ftate the theory of politicks, and 
mark exactly the conſequences of every pub- 
lick meaſure, ſhall yet, if he make no allow- 
ance for unknown circumſtances, be puzzled 
and embaraſſed with every trifling fact he 
meets with in hiſtory — like the great coſmo- 


grapher who had mapped and deſcribed all 


the world, and yet was loſt upon a common. 


-PRUDENTLY therefore does our hiſtorian 


determine rather to * ſtep over this ſtumblin g- 


4 block, than to waſte his time and pains in 
groping after circumſtances, ſunk in the gulph 


of time, which, if the fact had carried them 
down the ſtream along with it, might have 
given it an eaſy and natural explanation. : 
For my part, I ſo entirely agree in ſenti- 
ments with him, am ſo ſatisfied with the rela- 
tion as it ſtands at preſent in our bibles, that 
I 'feel not the leaſt with in my breaſt that 
Dr. Kennicott may meet with ſome MS. in 
which the particulars of it may be varied or 
tranſpoſed. Such variations of the ſacred text, 
occurring in manuſcripts, are probably owing 
to nothing elſe than the impertinence of con- 


ceited tranſcribers, affecting to give a paſſage 


an air of veriſimilitude, at the expence of the 
real truth. | 
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38 KING DAVID 
A cUuRIous examiner. might diſcover in 
the ſacred hiſtory, ſeveral of theſe ſtumbling- 
blocks, which are, in truth, ſo many genuine 
marks of it's authenticity, and evidently prove 
that the facts are not forged, but related in 
their naked. reality. The biblical hiftorian 
faw, no doubt, the apparent improbability 
which mght ſtrike a reader in ſome particulars 
of the paſſage in queſtion, and, if he had dealt 
in fiction, might have dreſſed it up in more 
natural circumſtances; but all he concerned 
himſelf about, was to pay his debt to truth, 
and detail the fact in it's native ſimplicity. 

Wu RRE the circumſtances of a narrative 
are not of the marvellous kind, and very poſ- 
ſible to concur, though ſuch concurrence be 
ſomewhat uncommon ; and where no impor- 
tant end can be ſerved by relating it; (and 
this is preciſely the caſe of David's leaving 
Saul to go to his father's ſheep, and of Saul's 
enquiring who David was:) what a ridicu- 
lous farce of ſolemnity is it for a reader to ſtop 
ſhort, knit his brows, look wiſely, complain 
of a “ ſtumbling-block,” and call out for 
te ſomewhat more than lay-Mkill for recon- 
ff ciling ” the confuſion ! 

Tu matter requires neither /ay nor ale. 
rical-ſkill It is one of thoſe thouſands of 
no \ events 
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events which happen every day, in which 
there is indeed ſomething unaccountable, 
though the wonder would preſently ceaſe if 
ſome little particular were known, whoſe con- 
cealment creates all the difficulty. 
GREAT philoſophers have ſometimes fallen 
into embaraſſment by not diſtinguiſhing be- 
tween natural and moral probabilities and be- 
tween their contraries, | 
IA; FACT may be eſſentially nd in \ it 
own nature improbable ; diſconformable to 
the common courſe of things, and ſuch as 
hath never fallen within my own obſeryation. 
Of this kind are the miracles recorded in the 
old and new teſtament. For ſuch facts I muſt 
have good and ſufficient eyidence, before I ad- 
mit them. I will not, indeed, with Mr. Hume, 
reject ſuch. improbabilities as abſolutely incre- 
dible, merely becauſe I never ſaw any facts of 
the ſame kinds. They are not contrary to 
my experience, as he contends in his eſſay on 
miracles, but only beyond it; as the indura- 
tion of water was beyond that of the king of 
Slam. 
a A negative experience of the powers of nature, an expe- 
rience, v. g. that water wi// not freeze, (which is the ſort of ex- 
perience oppoſed by Mr. Hume to the credibility of miracles 3 


however it may paſs when diſguiſed in philoſophic trim, will 
prove nonſenſe upon a cloſer examination. 
Es To 


. 


| 
| 
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To reje& the miracles as altogether incre- 
dible, would be in truth an exceſs of weak cre- 
dulity. It would be to believe that there are 
no powers in being, which I am not acquainted 
with. 5 
Bor, my own experience not ſuppotting 


theſe uncommon facts, it is my buſineſs to 


examine carefully the evidence by which they 
are atteſted. Thoſe of the old teſtament I find 
ſupported by the new, which conſtantly. ap- 
peals to it, and cites various ws of it as the 
word of GO p. 

WHA, then, are the en of the 
new teſtament ? one fact, there recorded, pa- 
tronizes, if duly proved, and evidences all the 


aus reſt. It is the reſurrection of Jeſus. If he, in- 


deed, roſe from death, according to his own 
undertaking, in proof of his divinity, then all 
he taught was true; then his own and his 
apoſtle s doctrines were divine; then the hiſto- 
ry and law of Moſes, the reſt of the biblical 
hiſtory, the prophetical books, the pſalms of 
David, all fo often cited by Chriſt and his 
| apoſtles as genuine hiſtory, or as predictive of 
| him, were written by divine ſuggeſtion. 

THz final proof of all this reſts upon the 


witneſſes of the reſurrection of Jeſus Chriſt. And 
what is their evidence ? Twelve men who had 
dan 
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conſtantly attended him for ſome time before 
his crucifixion, preſent themſelves openly in 
the ſtreets of the city where he ſuffered death, 
and in other places of publick reſort. They 
require all men to believe in his name, and 
to obey his doctrines; to forſake, if they are 
Jews, the law of Moſes, and to embrace that 


of Chriſt. They aver that it is what the 


whole tenor of the old teſtament intends, that 
faith in Chriſt, with it's natural fruit of good 
works, ſhould, in the fulneſs of time, -aboliſh 
the Moſaic law, and juſtify true believers in the 
fight of God, which that law could not do. 

Fon proof that Chriſt is the Saviour whom 
they repreſent him, they publickly work mi- 


racles in his name, avowing all along that 


Gop hath raiſed from death him whom the 
Jews had crucified, and that they were wit- 
neſſes of it, having eaten and drank with him 
after he came to life, and having received his 
commands to preach him to the people. For 
theſe proceedings they are reprimanded by the 
magiſtrates, ſcourged, impriſoned. But they 
go on with unabated courage, declaring the 
fact as the baſis of their doctrines, and in the 
end, by inſiſting upon this fact, and preach- 
ing theſe doctrines incur each of them a death, 
of violence and torture; ſlain,” as St, John's 
. CX- 
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42 K ING DAV 
expreſſion is, © for the word of Gop and for 
FE the teſtimony which they held.” - | 

'Ur on ſuch evidence 1 muſt -acquickee. 
There cannot be ſtronger.. 

2. TE improbability may be only of the 
moral kind; as, that the dice ſhould turn up 
ſixes at ſix ſueceſſive throws — that a man 
ſhould quit a place at court for the ſheep- 
hook, or the dictatorſhip for the plow — or 
that a king ſhould not, at the diſtance of a 
year or two, recolle& the perſon of a ſtrip- 
ling, who. had attended him in quality of _ 
muſician, or his armour-bearer. 

S von improbabilities may be admitted as 
facts by the moſt- ſcrupulous balancer. Tbe 
ſimilarity of throws in the dice, is the natu- 
ral and regular effect of a cauſe, whoſe pre- 
ciſe effort we are unable to diſcern; — of a 
certain degree of force impreſſed upon them, 
and a certain ſeries of colliſions ariſing from it. 
Tux other two improbabilities owe their 


birth, the latter to the accidental coincidence 
of circumſtances ſo various in human affairs; 


the other, to ſome to us unknown motives of 
liking or of prudence; or rather, to the un- 
ſeen influence of Go p's providence, inclining 
the wills of men to ſach meaſures as his wiſ⸗ 
dom ſeeth to be beſt for them. FH 
| | OuR 
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Ou author muſt however, be pardoned 
for his heſitation to admit the fact of David's 
returning from court to the ſheepfolds, be- 
cauſe, if this be admitted, it will unhang a 
main wheel in his machine. He had placed 
David about Saul by a ſubtle contrivance a of 
the old, imperious creator of kings,” that, be- 
ing near the throne, he might the better work 
his way for ſupplanting the poſſeſſor of it. 
But now, all this fine hypotheſis falls to ruin, 
if it be allowed that David did really take this 
unlucky ſtep, ſo little W of ambitious 
policy. CH 

HowEVER, as the text exprefily tells us, b 
that * David went and returned from Saul to 
feed his father's ſheep at Bethlehem, and 
as it gives not the leaſt hint of any “ contri- 
* yance for bringing him at firſt to court; 
let us firſt inſiſt upon the fact, and then beg 
leave to urge this retiring from the palace to 
the cottage, as a proof of the modeſty and hu- 
mility of David's heart. Had it been made 
* of ſterner ſtuff,” he would hardly have foes 
up ſo advantageous a ſtation. 5 

TRV is a thing ſo ſacred, and great ge- 
niuſes are ſo little apt to be contented with it, 
that I have often thought it dangerous for 


a So the author plainly intimates p. 3. bi Sam. 17. 15. | 
hiſtory 
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hiſtory to fall into their hands. Ever ambi- 
tious to aſtoniſh the world by ſtriking new 
light into tranſactions, they give an unreaſon- 
able looſe to their conjectures and ſuſpicions, 


and will let no event be at quiet. The natu- 


ral air of ſimplicity which ſeems to be the li- 
very of truth, is ſometimes with them as ſtrong 
a cue for n as ny at other 


times. 


Bur more eſpecially are theſe retailers of 
ancient hiſtory to be watched narrowly when 
one ſees them plainly inliſted to ſerve an hy- 
potheſis. Then all the powers of wit and rhe- 
torick are called forth to miſrepreſent, and diſ- 
tort; to ſtifle untractable particulars and to 
introduce others which will better ſerve their 
turn. A method by which the whiteſt cha- 
racter in hiſtory. _ be hon: Es or che 
blackeſt whitened. 

THr1s ingenious artifice will eaſily be diſ- 
cerned by thoſe who give themſelves the trou- 
ble to read our author, with the bible before 
them. . But it is no where more conſpicuous, 
than in the caſe of Samuel, who, for his pre- 


tending to act, in the affairs of Saul and Da- 


vid, by the authority of the Lord,” hath 
incurred this writer's bittereſt reſentment. And 


not without reaſon. For if the © old Levite's" 
| pre- 


VINDIC& TED. as 


pretenſions were true, the whole ſyſtem of our 
new hiſtory ' muſt ſhare the fate of the idol 
Dagon, before the ark of God. 

In his 29th page he hath laid Samuel 
quietly in his grave, and hopes to hear no 
more of him. But — 


Angels, and miniſters of grace defend us! 
His ghoſt appears! = and death hath made no 
alteration in his way of talking. He breathes 


as rank prieſtcraft as ever. Still he threatens 
God's diſpleaſure againſt Saul, and his inten- 
tion to give the kingdom to David. Still he 


harps upon Saul's diſobedience in not exe- 


cuting. © the fierce wrath of the Lord upon 
« Amalek,” as the cauſe of the divine diſplea- 


ſure. Still he pretends to the gift of prophecy. 
Still he quotes the authority of the Lord,” 
and foretells the death of Saul and of his ſons, 
and the total rout of the army of Iſrael, on 
the morrow. - And, what is more alarming 
than all the reſt, his predictions exactly come 
to.paſs! What can our author think of this? 

a 1 Sam. 28, 16— 19. This apparition was not, I think, 
raiſed by witchcraft which ſeems to have been always vain pre- 
tence, The law of Moſes puniſhed the pretenders to it with 
death, though a meer juggle in itſelf, becauſe of it's pernicious 
effects upon the minds of men. It called off their truſt from 
Gop, and placed it in lying divinations, and tended to encou- 


rage a reſtleſs anxiety and diſcontent. 
or 
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or how elude. an evidence ſo ruinous to his 
cauſe ? why — his moſt eaſy method is to ſup- 
poſe the bible-hiſtory to be falſe in this, as in 
other facts which make againſt him, - ae to 


go on glibly with his own ſtory. - 
Wr will, however, take the libetty to FAY 


low him thro' all the ſteps of it; and endea- 

vour to obviate the ſeveral charges brought by 
him for evincing the impurity of David's 
heart, under the following articles, which, 1 
believe, comprehend the whole of his accu- 
ſation. | | 


They are thirteen i. in number, viz. 


12 Ambition. | 9. Ingratitude. 

2. Rebellion. 10. Rancorous reſent- 

3. Intriguing with | ment, ſuppoſed to 
„ be expreſſed againſt 

4. Luſtfulneſs. his enemies in ſome 

5. Cruelty. | | of the Pſalms. 

6. .Perjury. _ 11. Diffimulation. 

7. Uſurpation. | | 12. Avatice. 

8. Injuſtice. | 13. Hypocriſy. © 


Wr have no other means of examining 
the facts upon which theſe articles of accuſa- 
tion - are pretended to be grounded, than by 
confulting the bible-hiſtory, from whence our 
author cites them. And therefore T muſt here 
— the reasonable POSTULATUM laid 


down 
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down in the 26th page; That the ſaid hiſ- 
« tory be admitted, as decifive for the defen- 


« dant, as well as for the n when _ | 


ce are fairly cited from it.“ 
\ His plea againſt it, That the dee 815 


cc + teepaſition and authority ſo continually quo- 
« ted to ſanctify tranſactions, conſtituted only 


national phraſes,” hath been I truſt ſuffi- 
ciently obviated.a His other plea, < The par- 
tial repreſentation, of the Jews' hiſtory, as 
« being written by themſelves, b will conti- 
nue ridiculous, till it ſhall become a good ob- 


jection to an Engliſh hiſtory that it was writ- 


ten by an Engliſhman. Eſpecially when it is 
conſidered how ſparing the biblical hiſtorians 
are of reflections or conſtructions upon their 
facts, contenting themſelves for the moſt, part 
with a bare, ſimple recital. How far they are 
partial, let the ſtory of Bathſheba declare, the 


moſt diſparaging of all others to David's cha- 


racter. His complicated ſin is fo glaringly 
diſplayed there, that our author * hath 
not been able to aggravate it. 

BuT, to proceed to aa articles of im- 
peachment. 

I. Wr are told p. go. That Samuel < in- 
hs ſpired David with ambitious ä and 


| a See Page 20 — 23. 


b Pref. p. 11. 
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483 KING DAVID 


ſome inſtances of his AMBITION are hinted 


at. That laudable inſtance of it, his eagerneſs 
to fight with Goliah and take away «the re- 
proach from Iſrael, is not mentioned. He is 
charged with ſeducing Jonathan from his duty 
and allegiance ; but no voucneR is cited. 
The text expreſſly tells us, that * the ſoul of 

Jonathan was knit unto the ſoul of David, 
« and Jonathan loved him as his own ſoul; ” 
charmed, perhaps, with his united bravery 
and mo deſty. For his affection kindled in his 
breaſt at that inſtant when he heard him in- 
form Saul, with the head of the Philiſtine in 
his hand, that he was the ſon of Jeſſe.” 
AN p this wonderful love of Jonathan will 
account for all his kindneſſes to him; in none 
of which was there any violation of duty or 
allegiance. Jonathan ſaw the reaſonableneſs 
of David's expoſtulation, — “what have I 
done? what is my iniquity and what is my 
« fin before thy father, that he ſeeketh my 
« life?” — and he ſaid, « Gop forbid,” and 
immediately undertook to protect him from 
the king's unprovoked rage — or provoked 
only by envy. For Saul knew not of David's 
being anointed ; nor is there the leaſt trace in 


the * that it inſpired David with 


ambi- 


VINDICATEYD. 49 

ambitious hopes. He waited patiently for 

God's time when he ſhould fee it ay to 
ratify his own election. 

Ov author takes notice of the preſents 
| which David ſent to all the places where Da- 
vid and his men were wont to haunt during 
his perſecutions. What is the natural con- 

ſtruction of this proceeding ? That he had 
« a grateful heart,” a candid reader would an- 
ſwer. Our author conſtrues it into ambition, 
he kept his friends hearty in his intereſt.” 8 
Bor what need of particular proofs of his 


ambition ? Is there a more genuine token of 


it than our author's next article againſt him 
a continued REBELLION. 

THe bible-hiſtory informs us, that David 
' fled from before Saul, becauſe the king © ſought 
* his life, b and there was but a ſtep between 
him and death.“ e We farther read there, 
that Jonathan kindly informing David 4 that 
it was determined by Saul to ſlay him, he fled 
from place to place till at laſt he took refuge 
in the vaſt cave of Adullam. Here perſons in 
diſtreſs like himſelf, oppreſſed by creditors, or 
« in bitterneſs of ſoul,” reſorted to him, 
company of four hundred. But, that he betook 
himſelf to this cave, « thinking it now time 

a p. 39. b I Sam, 20, 1, C ib. 3. d 1 Sam. 20. 33. 
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* avow his deſign of diſputing the crown 
«with Saul openly,” and © appointed this 
« place of rendezvous for his partiſans,” b and 
that his company were VAGRANTS AND 
DISAFFECTED PERSONS, BANDIT'FI< 
A GANG OF RUFFIANS:9 — for theſe 
rticulars, our author again fails of his 
voucbers; though for all cheſe facts he mo- 
deftly cites the 22d chapter of the firſt book 
of Samuel; — which relates juſt what I have 
above ſet forth, and no more. 
{I the bible-hiſtory we read that Sal 
« hearing that men were with David, com 
nen, to his ſervants, that, ſaith he, = 
* of you ſheweth unto me that my ſon bath 
t ſtirred up my ſervant. againſt me to lie in 
ah . as at this day. 
Davin, ſoon after, gave 5805 two * 


rng ought to have been convincing, for the 
quitting of this ſuſpicion. At the cave of En- 
gedi, and at the hill of Hachilah, he ſpared 
the life of Saul, which was at both places 
entirely in his hands. As a proof of this, he 
eut off Saul's ſkirt as he ſleꝑt in the cave, and 
ſtole away his ſpear and his cruſe of water 
from his bolſter, whilit He flept in his tent at 


. b p. 21. c p. 21. d p. 90. 
| i Ha- 


Hachilah, ſurrounded by his my of three 
thouſand men. 


He called afar off to Saul, immediately 


after theſs exploits, and ſhewed him the in- 


nocent trophies ; demonſtrations of his duti- 


ful Allegiance. In the firſt inſtance, the king, 


truck with his noble generoſity, lifted up 


4 


« his, voice and wept ; and he ſaid to David, 
thou art more rightequs than I; for thou 
.< haſt rewarded me good, but I haye reward- 
«ed thee evil, And thou haſt ſhewed this 


ce day how that thou haſt dealt well with me, 


1 rene as — ren biene me not. For 


>&& > 


conyinces Saul by ſhewing the ſpear and the 


cruſe, as befare by ſhewing the ſkirt, how ab- 


falutely he had been maſter of his life. The 


biftory proceeds — © Then faid Saul, I have 
68 ſinned, return my ſon David, for 1 will no 


are do thee harm, becauſe my ſoul 151 


* precigys.in thine eyes this day. Behold, I 


s haye Played the fool and have erred exceed- 5 
„ ingly.” The odds of numbers being ſo 


greatly on the ſide of Saul, neither of theſe 
confeffions could be the reſult of fear. Truth 


alone extorted them. Nor is it poſſihle for 


* any 
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any man to have a more triumphant acquit- 
tal, than they give to David, from the charge 
of Rebellion. 

How paltry, after ele; are the author's 


inſinuations! That David's being in arms 


« was a flat contradiction to his proteſtation 
« of his innocency ;* and that he was a diſ- 


« ſembler, in pretending to Saul a great reve- 


« rence for the Lord's anointed, b though 


© conſcious that he alſo was the Lord': S an- 
* ginted — and was at that time aiming to 
* put his election in force.“ 


Wr muſt not diſmiſs this article, without 


taking notice of the ridiculous conceit which 
our author hath adopted, after Bayle; That 
the two adventures above-mentioned are really 


e one and the ſame ” — though each of them 
hath circumſtances ſo peculiarly diſtin from 
the other. And on what grounds is this 
ſameneſs aſſerted ? Becauſe of a ſimilarity, 


ſuch- as may be found in all adventures, and 
becauſe of the © omiſſion of certain particu- 


lars in the courſe of the narratives, which 
this 725 of eig conceive «© were natural 


++ 4 4 


4 p. 27. This n of a great reverence for the Lord's 
_ anointed muſt be ſpmewhat more than pretence, becauſe Da- 
vid made it twice to his ſervants to withold them from murder- | 
ing Saul in his * n Þ p. 28. 
e cc to 
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« to have happened in caſe of a difference. 


— The queſtion is not how things ſhould, but 


how they do, fall out. A dramatic. exactneſs 
is generally ſeen in fictions, but ſeldom in 


realities. 


WHATEVER be our author's real opi- 


nion of this ſuppoſed identity, I am perſuaded 
that Bayle did not believe it; and can fancy 
him ſmiling to himſelf, while he was dreſſing 
up this awkard, ill- favoured paradox; - but 


little ſuſpecting that fo briſk a genius as our 


author, would ever fall fo en, in love 
with it. 

Ir I may gueſs: at t the charm 0 1 it 
has won his heart, it is this. If it be admit- 
ted that the affair of the camp is a non- entity, 
it will happily rob David of a proof of his in- 
nocence, much more illuſtrious than that of 
the cave; this was not of David's ſeeking; 
Saul came into his hiding- place. But in the 
adventure of the camp, David, with a con- 
ſummate Heroiſm (which leaves far behind it 
the ſimilar adventure of Diomede a) taking 
only one companion with him, put his life 
into the extremeſt danger, from no other con- 
ceivable motive than to convince his perſecu- 
tor that he entertained a real reyerence for 
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3% KING DAVID 
the Lord's anvinted ; that he was firſpected 
withotit the ſliadow of 2 pretenice ; and that 
he ſtood perfectly clear of the horrid ctirhE of 
Rebellion. 

III. The charge of « INTRIGUING 
«WITH THE PRIESTS” is endea- 
_ voured to be ſupported by only one üingle if. 


. 


8K b i. diſcovers, by the Rf of 
Bets; that David kad enduired Ef the Loft 
by Ahimelech, and had beben vietiiats, and 
Goliah's ſword. fro Him. He fends for this 
prieſt and all his father's houſe. Coniplains 
of a conſpiracy between hiffi and tHe ſoh of 
Jeſſe againſt their king. Aflifnelecft defends 
himſelf like a perſort Conſciòtis of his ftins- 
cence, ad WhO was utttHy ig86Hitit of the 
diſpleafute which Saul Häd conttived àgainf 
David. But the furious Kifig wotild Heat n6- 
thing. Inſtantly He ofders Kiri, and eighty 
four others for his fake, © who did All wear 
& the linen epfiod,“ and böte 4 charactet 
which himſelf owed to' be APE, to BE put 
to the fword. Doeg the Informer immMediate- 
ly undettook, when the teſt df Fils ferdajit re. 
fuſed, to be their exectitioner, - 

86 Börtid a ſentence, 5 blecdy and bat- 
barous a maſſacre, by one hand, is not re- 


corded in the whole compaſs of hiſtory. 
B UT 
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Boer the king was not yet fatisfied; «Nob 
« the city of the prieſts, ſmote he with the 
edge of the ſword, both men and women, 
ie childten and ſucklings,” all of them his 
own, peaceable ſubjects, © and oxen and affes 
cc 444 ſheep, with the edge of the ſword! 
fo widely did his rage overflow beyond. the 
object, the harmleſs object of it. 

AN p yet this is the king, who in our au- 
thor's eftimation does not, on the whole, 
« ſtern to ſuffer by compariſon with any other 
« king in the fame hiſtory, or whoſe charac- 
* ter appears to be ſtained with any _—_ 
*«eous fault !”b 

WHAT a figute would this eile * Sa- 
mtiel and David, this apologiſt of Saul and 
Shimei, have made in that noble fraternity of 
old, mentioned by Epiphanius under the de- 
nomination of Kaav, Cainites. = They took 
it from Cain, who, it ſeems, was their fa- 
vourite hero, and whom they choſe for their 
father, or patron. Him they "held to be the 
progeny of the more excellent power, and A- 
bel, of the weaker. 

Tux yy were proud to call thoſe worthie: 
the Sodomites, and Eſau, and Corah their 


1 x Sam. 22. 10. b p. 40. 5 
c Epiphan. zaT& age. I. I. Korg K 
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kinſinen, not forgetting Judas Iſcariot, whoſe 
goſpel they pretended to ſhew, a book, no 
doubt, in high repute with them. Wicked- 
neſs of every kind was, with them, the way 
to ſalvation : and when they committed any 
abominable deed, they dedicated it, by invo- 
cation, to ſome real or fancied angel — « O 
« ſuch an angel, I am doing thy work l O 
* ſuch a power, my preſent act is thine!” 2 
Ir they had lived in theſe days, their dei- 
ty would have been ſomewhat altered. When 
a Cainite had written a book, reviling every 
thing that is ſacred among Chriſtians, we 
ſhould have read — © This attempt, O eter- 
© nal RECTITUDE, I dedicate to thee ! ac- 
* cept, O ſacred TRUTH, a work which 
« the love of thee hath inſpired |” The con- 
cluding ſentence of the book would have 
been, 
bien to Go in the higheſt ; 'F and « on 1571 
: good will towards men! 
Ti He bible-hiſtory expreſlly relates, that 
David concealed from Ahimelech, at the time 
of his viſit, the perſecution he lay under from 
Saul; and even ſaid ſome things which tend- 
ed to hinder him from the leaſt ſuſpicion of 


2 dene 9fids, gf 004 To $839) i fey the vere, l- 
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it. Innocently enough, I doubt not. He knew 
too late that Doeg would tell Saul, but he did 
not ſuſpect what dreadful conſequences * 
would follow.; and if he had ſuſpected, yet, 
what Doeg had ſeen could not be recalled. 
But what clears his innocence is that his con- 
duct on this occaſion, is cited by our Saviour 
as a deciſive comment on the fourth com- 
mandment. b Mere neceſſity was his motive, 
he and his men wanted ſuſtenance. He was 
« a-hungred,” faith n. * and E that 
_£ were, with him,. 

Bur how came our aſthor to 3 a 
circumſtance which his pen might have made 
much of. He might have talked loudly of 
David's prevarication to Ahimelech, and of 
his treacherous barbarity, in expoſing his kind 
hoſt, with all his family and fellow- citizens, 
to Saul's reſentment, . But he had another uſe 
to make of David's viſit to Ahimelech. The 


a David wich a ſimplicity of grief, highly natural for one 
oyercome with a ſudden ſhock, lamented theſe conſequences 
when they were related to him by Abiathar the ſon of Ahime- 
lech who had eſcaped the maſſacre ; © David faid unto Abia- 
*thar, T knew it that day, when Doeg the Edomite was 
© there, that he would ſurely tell Saul. I have occaſioned the 
death of all the perſons of thy father's houſe! He added, 

_ © Abide thou with me, fear not; for he that ſeeketh thy life 
* ſeeketh my life: but with me thou ſhalt be laſe. oY Sam, 


22, 23. b Matt. 12. 3, 4+ a 
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8 KING DAVID 

ſtory plainly intimates, that Ahimelech knew 
nothing of David's Having fled from Saul. But 
our author paſſes 6ver Davit's diffimtulation 
and Ahimelech's* ignorance; and all, as it 
comes out in his twenty third page, for the 
fake of — his fair miſtreſs; TRUTH : grave- 
ly obſerving, on occaſion” of this mraſſacre, 
* how deeply the prieſts wete concerned in 
« the Rebellion of David.? 

IV. Tur next article in Gur bisck cats. 
te is LUS TFULNESS. That David was, 
in one inſtance, hurried away, by à tranſport 
df kift, itrto adultery firſt, and, in conſequence 
of it; into à baſe and treachefotis murder, is 2 
Ka which cannot be denied nor palfiated. 

' Daviy's Heart, no doubt; had Rütten Him 
bumdechkeh aftet the corfiriſſton of his 
crime; Bathſheb# was returned hone ; and 
[He Had refolved to proceed no farther. But 
the divine Nemeſis dragged him onward. 
That firſt offence intangled him, and emba- 
raſſed him in ſuch perplexities, that he found 
ns reſource, after many Efforts to extricate 
himſelf, but i in ſhedding the blood of the in- 
nocent, the injured; the brave Uriah! What 
4 pregnant leſſon to all after-ages, to keep a 
conſtant guard upon their hearts, and to trem- 


dle at the thoughts of the unſeen, undefinable 
[ conſe- 
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tonſeqhences of every vicious; and Particular. 
ly every luſtfül, act! g 

Lv $T is a Vie: 4s Ridus to 80 is 48 
the difeaſe With whith providence hath armed 
it; is ko the böcties of ten. And no lewd per- 
GH KDS br thn griels; to How triahy fouls 
HE Potfoh of his tewitieſs may communicate 
HRT: 

Tur ewe: bf thoiifititi may be taibited 
by means bf 6ne ſingle act. The moral in- 
fectiomt of it may fpread on through ſucceſſive 
| fubjecks, in ſueceffive ages, producing in its ra- 
vagings, not only Habits of ain but thefts, 
perjuries, adulteries, mutdets — till the day 
of doom arrive, to call the pale aftoniſhed 
weeteh, for the long train of fins which ſprung 
from his Taft, to that dreadful condemnation, 
which wothing could have eluded, but att 
humble, contrite, perpetual repentaiice. 

Hape was it for David that he took this 
only expedient to obtain from G o p, * that 
ce his fitis ſh6ald be put Way and remeinbred 
© 86 mer “! ! 

TRE afrotivtefy of his crime had, as it 
were, Aunned His conſcience; and lulled it to 
ſep. His worldly follicitude alone was awike, 
and” attentive to the ſaving of Bathſheba's 
life and reputation, expoſed to immitient dan- 

48 ger 
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ger by his baſeneſs; and to ſcreen himſelf 
from the ſcoffings and reproaches which he 
had ſo juſtly deſerved. 

IT pleaſed G o p to rouſe him from his 
ſpiritual ſlumber by his meſſenger the pro- 
phet Nathan; that, looking up, like Balaam, 
he might ſee the drawn ſword of vengeance 
lifted up for his execution. His unheſitating 
confeſſion, — J have ſinned — ſhort, but 
more expreſſive than all the parade of elo- 
quence, darted, as G op ſaw it was, from a 
contrite, ſoftened, penetrated heart, averted 
the impending ſtroke; and Gop was gracious 
to heal his ſoul with thoſe balmy words, The 
Lord alſo hath put away thy fin, thou ſhalt 
< not die.“ He was not, however, left unpu- 
niſhed; great calamities were predicted to 
himſelf and his family for his offence, and 
particularly the * wo the child of his adul- 
tery. 2 
Davin ſaw many parts of the pre- 
diction verified, . and bore them with the 
meekneſs and humility of a proſtrated peni- 
tent. Happy the ſinner to whom Gov vouch- 
ſafes ſuch humiliating admonitions of diſtreſs, 
if, like David, he fo improve them that they 
may * bring forth the peaceable fruit of righ- 
ce teouſneſs. hr 1 


Du. 
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B51 E s this confeſſed enormity, no ſigni- 


| fications of David's diſpoſition to lewdneſs, 

are recorded in the bible-hiſtory. Our au- 
thor's hiſtory abounds with them; and all 
{ſtrange conjuration I) taken from the bible. 
Ix the firſt place, David, it ſeems, * com- 
« mitted adultery with Abigail.” This is plain- 


ly proved from David's words to her, ſee, I. 


have accepted thy perſon. © Nabal her huſ- 
band gueſſed this, and broke his heart: up- 
* on which David marries the buxom wi- 
6e dow.” 

THERE is a peculiar merit in this part of 
our author's performance. The ſtory of Abi- 
gail and Nabal had always been told to the 
honour of David's humility, modeſty. and pla- 
cability. By the warmth of our author's fancy, 
behold them all evaporated, and only a ſedi- 
ment of luſt left in the bottom of his Retort / 
There muſt, however, be ſome juggle. The 
Tight ingredients were not put into it. Let the 
reader take them as they ſtand in the bible, 
and judge for himſelf. 

Davio, being ſcanty of proviſions for his 
men in the wilderneſs, ſends ten of them to 
| Nabal, who held, at that time, a feaſt like 

the feaſt of a king; not ** to levy a contribu- 


* tion upon him,” but, as it was «a good 


c day” 
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day with him, | regueRting him to fend 
whatever he could beſt ſpare, et to his ſærvants 
and to his ſon David: moqeſtly pleading, 
that he and his trgops had done ng injury to 
his ſhepherds or flgeks abiding in his neigh- 
bourhood. His meſſage was. prefaced with, 
Peace be both to thee, and peage he to thine 
te houſe, and peace he to all that thou haſt.” 
Fx churbih and abuſive anſwer of Nabal 
is ſufficiently kngwn. The ſudden - tranſport 
of anger which David gays Way to, in reſol- 
ving inſtantly to take bloody vengeance on 
Nahal, is by no means to he juſtified. - And 
his meck acknowledgment of the gogdneſs of 
Bop in preſerving him from the execution 
of his raſh, haſty purpale, is natively ęxpreſſed 
in his ſpeech to Abigail, when ſhe was come 
to deprecate his juſt reſentment. * Bleſſed be 
* the Lord G of Iſrael, which ſent thee 
* this day to meet me; and: bleſſed he thy 
*adyice, and hleſſed be thou, which haſt 
<'kept.me this day from coming to ſhed hood. 
« and from avenging myſalf with mine gyn 
Tur mild, the decent addreſs,of Abigail 
might have won upgn the chaſteſt heart, and 
it is no nder that Navid, touched with it, 


and with gratitude for his RAU ETRTeT 55. 
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blaod-guiltineſs, ſhould deſire to have ſuch a 
woman for his wife when her brutal huſhand 
was: dead, 4 facrifice to his own churliſh- 
nels. 
Our 1 Sos not, 1 FN to hope 
that his repreſentation of this affair will go 
down with his readers in any other light, than 
as an exexcitation of his talent in dreſſing up 
a merry tale. He has left it out of his little 
ſketch of David's life, at the cloſe of his 
hiſtory. a : 
ANOTHER of his ſtrokes for branding Da- 
vid with the imputation of lewdnefs, is, that 
he required of Abner and Iſhboſheth, that his 
wife Michal ſhould be reſtored to him. | 
HER unjuſt father had taken her from 
him, and given her to Phalti. And it grieves 
this pitiful hiſtorian's heart, to ſee the poor 
man who had lived fo long with her in 
adultery, — follow her all the way weep- 
e ing.” b But, becauſe David had other wives, 
therefore, to demand her out of her adul- 
terer's hands, could be nothing but carna- 
iE 
He is highly e with David's plura- 
lity of wives. I will ſuppoſe David would be 
ſo too, if he were to live again, under the 


a p. 90. b p. 43. ep. 44+ | 
3 Goſpel 
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Goſpel Kew; But in his days the law of Gon 
ſeems to have permitted it; and conſtant 
cuſtom, which likewiſe | prevailed in moſt 
heathen nations, had hindered it from being 
canvaſſed. If it had been ſo, who knows 
what the ancient profeſſors of the law of na- 
ture might have. determined ? Many in our 
days, who have an equal right with any of 
their brethren to ſpeak authoritatively, main- 
fain ſomething more, even a' free, unlimited 
commerce between the ſexes, and can appeal 
to divine rectitude and the 8 of ns 
as glibly as our author. 

Deo the whole, it cannot be dachte, 
that 4 number of wives was, in David' 8 caſe, 
a proof of a lewd diſpoſition. 

U pR this article, our author will per- 
haps rank the tranſaction of David s march- 
ing with exultation and dancing in the mag- 
nificent proceſſion for conveying the ark of 
Gop into the tabernacle. 
© Uron this occaſion David, we NT) « laid 
ie his robes of ſtate, and conformed him- 
ſelf to the habit of the Levites, clothed with 
a robe of fine linen, and — an ephod of linen. 
His wife Michal, who perhaps had learnt 
infidel-notions in her ſtate of adultery, ſaw the 


2 1 Chron, 15. 27. 
PR” 
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proceſſion from her window, and thinking he 
had deſcended beneath the king of Iſrael, 
deſpiſed him, and, at his return home, vili- 
| fied him, prepoſterouſly repreſenting his dreſs 
of that day, as a ſhameleſs uncovering of him- 
ſelf. The curſe of barrenneſs was, for this, 
inflicted upon her — © ſhe had no child unto 
« the day of her death.” 

_ Daviv's apology was full of zeal and hu- . 
FM If he did unſtate, UNCROWN 
HIMSELF, *« It was ſays he BEFORE 
„THE LORD, who choſe me before thy 
« father, and before all his houſe, to appoint 
© me ruler over the people of the Lord, over 
<« Iſrael; therefore will I play before the 
«Lord.* And I will yet be more vile than 
« this, and will be baſe in mine own fight ;” 
adding, that the handmaids of his ſervants, 
to whom ſhe had opprobriouſly pretended 
that he had made himſelf deſpicable, would 
not deſpiſe, but honour him for theſe OT 
ſions of his piety. 

THERE is nothing in this tranſaction to 
move the laughter of a reaſonable man. If our 
author cannot ſee a handmaid mentioned, 
without obſcene ideas, who can help it? The 
facred hiſtory ſpeaks of perſons and events 


a 2 Sam, 5+ 21. 
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with all ſimplicity. 4 Ruth, Abigail, Abiſhag, 
the handmaids, all by turns, may indeed mi- 
niſter to the lewdneſs of a. corrupt imagina- 
tion; but the evil is to him alone that mink⸗ 
eth it. 

V. Tx next article of 8 is CRU- 
ELTY. Of this charge our author ſeems to 
think he hath numerous proofs.  _ 

a. , | BEFORE we proceed to conſider them, it 
222 will be neceſſary to obſerve, upon the autho- 
Le dn rity of the. bible-records, the baſis of all our 
hes author' s facts, that HE Who claims the ſove- 
reignty of heaven and earth, did, all along, 
exerciſe that ſovereignty according to his own 
good pleaſure. On various occaſions he vi- 
ſited whole nations with ſword, and famine 
and peſtilence, and exterminating angels; with 
ſtorms, and thunder, and locuſts, and bees and 
Hornets, and lice. - 
Tazst mighty works and, that they might 
be known to come from his hand, the preciſe 
predictions of them, ſtand as plainly recorded 
in the bible-hiſtory, as the adultery of David, 


2 From this unvarying ſimplicity of the facred hiſtorians, we 
may conclude that our author's inſinuation (note p. 25.) concern. 
ing Boaz and Ruth, is rather comica/ than true. If any thing 

obſcene had paſſed in their adventure, the fact would have been 
related with as little of reſerve as thoſe of Judah and Tamar, Lot 


and his daughters, David and Bathſheba. 
| or 


' @ 


VINDICATED. 67 


or the execution of Shimei. Will the author 


remonſtrate againſt theſe acts, as cruelties? 


Mo their conformance with. drome recti- 
tude? | | 


Rejudge HIS Juſtice | ? be the Gop of Gop ? 


Or will he diſpute the facts? how, hi will 
his own ftand, which reſt upon the fame 
footing ? or how will he, then, account for 
the honourable mention made by Jeſus Chriſt 
of Moſes and his writings, * where many of 
theſe facts are recorded, and from whence the 
ſubſtance of them is cited in the new teſta- 
ment? PTTL MONT FTIR 

NG w we read that the farhe Moſes who 
delivered G oD's commiſſion, Þ for the de- 
ſtruction of ungodly men, to fire, and hail, 
and water, and darkneſs, and locuſts, and lice, 
delivered the like commiſſion to the armies of 
Iſrael; the wickedneſs of the Canaanite-na- 
tions being then full, and his wiſdom having 
determined to execute that vengeance upon 
their iniquity, which he had foretold to Abra- 
ham four hundred years before. Moſes, ac- 
cordingly, * ce his enge to the: * 


ay John 5. 6 8 « Had ye believed Moſes,” fith Cuil, a ye 
© would have believed me, for he wrote of me." 
b Ate ch. 7. and ch. 13. | 
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raelites. When the Lord thy Gop ſhall 
« bring thee into the land whither thou goeſt 
« to poſſeſs it, and hath caſt out many nations 
« before thee, the Hittites and the Girga- 
« ſhites, and the Amorites, and the Canaa- 
« nites, and the Perizzites, and the Hivites, 
and the Jebuſites, ſeven, nations greater and 
« mightier than thou; and when the Lord 
« thy Gop ſhall deliver them before thee, thou 
« ſhalt ſmite them, and utterly deſtroy them. 
« Thou ſhalt make no covenant with them nor 
« ſhew mercy unto them, neither ſhalt thou 
„ make marriages with them — for they will 
ce turn away thy ſons from following me, that 
they may ſerve other GOD 84 — Ard thou 
«« ſhalt conſume all the people which the Lord 
« thy Gop ſhall deliver thee; thine eye ſhall 
« have no Pity upon them. b And the Lord 
« thy Gop will put out thoſe nations before 
« thee by little and little: thou mayeſt not 
« conſume them at once, leſt the beaſts of 
« the field increaſe upon thee. But the Lord 
. « thy Gop ſhall deliver them. unto thee, and 
« thou ſhalt deſtroy them with a mighty de- 
4 ſtruction, till they be deſtroyed. And he 

« ſhall deliver their kings into thine hand, 
and thou ſhalt deſtroy their name from un- 


a Deut. 7. 1, &c. b v. 16. | 15 
| « der 
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« der heaven. — The graven images of their 
« GoDs' ſhall ye burn with fire. Thou ſhalt 
e not defire the ſilver or gold that is on them, 
« nor take it to thee leſt thou be ſnared there- 
«in, for it is an abomination to the Lord thy 
GoD. Neither ſhalt thou bring an abomi- 
ee nation into thine houſe, leſt thou be a curſed 
« thing like it : but thou ſhalt utterly deteſt 
« it and ſhalt e abhor it, for it is a cur- 
«ſed thing.“ ”a 

rs is the divine communion to the 1. 
raelites. I have recited it at large that the 
reader may not = retarded by — to it in 
Deuteronomy. 8 

Lz ir us add, Hei the book of Nuwthicnd 
the penalties threatened in caſe of their failure 
in executing this commiſſion: < But if ye will 
not drive out the inhabitants of the land 
« from before you, then it ſhall come to paſs 
« that . thoſe which ye let remain of them, 
« ſhall be pricks in your eyes, and. thorns in 


your ſides, and ſhall vex you in the land 


„wherein you dwell. Moreover, it ſhall come 
« to paſs that I ſhall do unto you as I e 
eto do unto them.” © 


a The abominations for which this vengeance was denounced 

upon theſe ſeven nations are ſet forth Levit. 18. fee v. 24— 30. 
b Numb. 33. 55. 56. 

ce Similar to this general commiliiin was s that JprciaFone which 
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Tx execution of this commiſſion was be- 
gun by Joſhua, to whom at his miraculous 
paſſage over Jordan Gop promiſed, as I was 
« with Moſes, ſo will I be with thee.” * 
It was compleated by David, who, in this 
reſpe&, as well as in others, was the man 
« after GoD's own beser ee * his 
N 

Joshua began as FR ha. wie, 
by the faith of the beſiegers, fell down flat, 
after a proceſſion round them had by God's 
command been made for ſeven days. 827115 

N. B. IN this miracle as well as in that of 
| the paſſage over Jordan, our author's. friends 
the Levites had the honour to be God's in- 
ſtruments, b bearing the ark, according to his 
expreſſion, upon their * more holy ſhoulders.” * | 


Bitte delivered to Saul. Thus faith the Lord 4K go und 
* ſmite Amalek, and utterly deſtroy all that they have, and ſpare 
©* them not; but ſlay both man and woman, infant and ſuckling, 
* ox and ſheep, camel and aſs.“ Saul proved diſobedient to 
this command {not of Samuel, but) of Gop: he ſpared the king 
Agag and the ſheep and the oxen and the fatlings and the lambs, 
and all that was good. [He alſo preſumed to ſacrifice ; a pro- 
Pphanation for the like of which, king Uzziah was ſmitten with 
iünſtant leproſy, and depoſed. 2 Chron. 26. 16, &c.] He was 
therefore by God pronounced not fit to reign over 2 people, 
who were to execute his purpoſe: of anhin anterly the idola- 
trous nations round them. | 

And Samuel, in his zeal to repair he king's aa. aid, as 

our author repreſents it, he- Agag in pieces — before the Lord. 

a 3. 7. b Joſh, chap. 3. and chap. 6, c p. 49. 
ty | cc A N D 


Ls 


Ax they utterly deſtroyed all that were 
in the city, both man and woman, young 
4 and old, and ox and ſheep and aſs, with 
the edge of the ſword :” reſerving out of 
the ſlaughter Rahab with her kindred, who, 
hy faith eſcaped the. deſtruction of thoſe 
«<©who: believed not.” > 

IN this farſt act of execution, chate was s but 
ane man who coveted: any part of the de- 
_ voted ſpoils. Achan ſecreted a goodly Baby- 
loniſh garment, and a wedge of gold. 

Gon's diſpleaſure manifeſted itſelf in the 
ill ſucceſs of the next attack, made upon the 
city of Ai. The offence, the cauſe of victory 
withheld, is revealed to Joſhua, who, by lots, 


diſcovers the offender. He confeſſes his crime. 


The criminal, his ſons and his daughters are & 


ſtoned, and burnt with his tent his cattle and 
Bis goods, together with the fatal ſpoils ; and 
the conqueſt of Ai immediately enſues. The 
king and all the inhabitants were deſtroyed. * 

AFTER this, Joſhua went on burning and 
deſtroying, < ſmiting and ſlaying ” (as our au- 
thor's expreſſion is) all the inhabitants of 
the countries on every fide, agreeably to the 
above recited commiſſion. Particularly,, he 
made all his cap put their feet upon the 


a v. 26. b Heb. 11. 31, 


nette 


4 
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necks of five kings, and afterwards com- 
mitted the very cruelty, which our author is 
ſo: greatly ſhocked with in Samuel. He 
ſmote them and flew them; nay he hanged 
their carcaſſes upon five trees. Upon the 
whole we read a that he ſubdued thirty and 
one kings, ſmiting their cities with the edge 
of the ſword, and utterly deſtroyed the 
kings and all the ſouls that were therein, 
he left none remaining, but utterly deſtroy- 
ed all that breathed, as the Lord Gop of 
Ifrael commanded.” b How far this is agree- 
able to the divine attributes, let Bayle, and 
Chubb, and Morgan, and our author, and 
other profeſſors of truth and eternal rectitude 
W e themſelves — r 


; And write about PY OG and | about. it. © 


| While we, perfectly ſatisfied that this and 
all 1s right which the ſcriptures declare to be 
the Lord's doing, proceed to what r remains to 


he diſcuſſed. 


IT was neceſſary to give this OMe -AC- 
count of Gop's decree concerning the nations 
of the promiſed land, as it throws the proper 
light upon the whole proceedings of David 


a See Joſh. ch. 10, 11, . b Deut. 20. 16, 17. 
e p, penult. * 
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in what « our hiſtorian n. as acts of bar-, 
barity.* LIES | ; 
Jos HA was the firſt man adit n 
own heart to begin to execute his will re- 
lating to thoſe nations; and David was the Hall, dul alen 
laſt to compleat and FULFIL - it — to give Fer —_— i 
reſt to Iſrael from all their enemies on every eulen E | by 
ſide ; b that the magnificent temple might be Ke 22 tl 
erected in the peaceable reign of Solomon, 
and the whole ſervice of it be eſtabliſned in 
ſuch a manner, that the Gop who vouch- 
| ſafed to dwell between the cherubim, might 
be worſhipped in the beauty of holineſs. 
AGREEABLY to the Moſaic commiſ- 
fion and the pattern ſet him by Joſhua, David 
addreſſed himſelf, as ſoon as he found him- 
ſelf able, even before he mounted the throne, 
to the work of exterminating the e n 


nations. 


963 


a That Canaan is a type of the heavenly kingdom is on all 
hands allowed. The operations of Joſhua and David in deſtroy- 
ing the idolatrous nations by Gop's commiſſion do as plainly 
foreſhew his final purpoſe mentioned Mat. 13. 41. In the end 
* of the world the Son of man ſhall: ſend forth his angels and 
they ſhall gather out of his kingdom all offences and * 

which do iniquity.”? 

b A type, according to all primitive FONG of the REST 
which remaineth to the people of Gop, the true Iſraelites, when 
having fought the good fight of faith, under the captain of their 
ſalvation, they ſhall have ſubdued their ſpiritual enemies, the luſt 
of the fleſh, and the luſt of the eye, and the pride of life. 

DEA 
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D Ay to the ſuggeſtions of natural pity, 
as Abraham had been to thoſe of parental 
-tenderneſs, when Gop's command was in 
. 22 gqueſtion, he went on nn and —— 
. 
Dow; the Lord a5 all the ale _ of all 
| that breathe upon it, had granted him the 
poſſeſſions and required of him the lives of all 
the devoted Idolaters round him; and he be- 
came tbe inſtrument of divine vengeance, 
with the ſame alacrity with which the waves 
of the ſea, and fire, and hail, and locuſts, and 
the deſtroying angel had executed it upon the 
Egyptians, and . . theſc $234 na- 

tions of Canaan. © 

HENCE his eagerneſs to double, for obtain- 
ing his wife Michal, the dower of ſlaughtered 
Philiſtines.b Hence his excurſions againſt the 
— the Gezrites, and the — 


See their plagues &c. recorded Exodus 3 7. 8. 9. 10. 
12. 14. 

b Our hiſtorian's imvecliye againſt David in this ENG is only 
becauſe he doubled the number required. Had only one hundred 
Philiſtines been killed, it would never have vexed him. He did 

not conſider, that the ſame principle which juſtifies David's go- 
ing deliberately to kill one hundred. men, would, if it were of 
any force, juſtify his doubling their number. If God had not 
commanded their whole race to be exterminated, the ſlaughter of 
one hundred was murderous barbarity : if he had commanded it, 
the doubling of the number was irreprehenſible obedience. 


For 
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to the utter deſtruction of every man and wo- 
man, all that breathed. N 
Tals too might well account for the great 
ſlaughter of thoſe other Amalekites who, in 
his abſence, had, burnt his city Ziklag, and 
carried away captive, wives, and ſons and 
daughters. Though it is not certain, unleſs] i gi 4 i 
one had ſeen the hattle, whether it would have|# 4 5 q ik 
been poſſible for him to commit leſs of ſlaugh- 
ter on that occaſion than he did. 1 
Ov author is eloquent on the moderation 
| of theſe heathens, in that « they ſlew not any 
« either great or ſmall. His elogy might have 
been ſpared, if he had conſidered that this mo- 
deration belongs to the ſcore of avarice. Cap- . __ 
tives were in thoſe times a valuable acquiſition je 
and turned to much better account than mili- 
we! execution. To return, | 
Wr may alſo, from hence, ſee the 5 
1 of a queſtion which our author aſks 
with an air of ſhrewdneſs. «If Go ſought 


For David's treatment of the Moabites and of the inhabitants 
of Rabbah, many plauſible reaſons have been aſſigned. But things 
which may be, may alſo not be. I hold it thetefore beſt to wave 
every thing conjectural upon theſe ſubjects ; and from his cha- 
rafter as it ſtands in the prophetical books of the old, and in the 
goſpels and epiſtles of the new Teſtament, I conclude that what 4 A dlm. 2 e, 
he did here would appear right to us if we knew all the circum- 
ſtances of his tranſactions. Our ignorance of thoſe renders us in- 
competent judges of theſe. N 


i 


ls 
1 
Ut 
| 


© ven- 
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« vengeance for a particular act of cruelty, 
te perpetrated by Saul upon the Gibeonites ; 
„hen was vengeance demanded for David's 
ee maſſacre of the Geſhurites, the Gezrites, the 
« Amalekites, the Moabites, the Ammonites, 
*the Jebufites and others, who at times be- 
te came objects of David's wrath ? ” = 
"Now all who are converſant with the 
bible-hiſtory, know theſe two points 

1. TyaT Gop commanded the utter ex- 
cifion of all theſe idolatrous nations, inhabitants 
of Canaan. | 

2. THaT the Gibeonites: were excepted 
and protected from this exciſion, by a league 
which Joſhua and the princes of the congre- 
vation made with them, and' ratified with an 
oath — fraudulently obtained indeed, but ob- 
ligatory however in the fight of Gop, though 
not of the ſage writers on the law of nature. 


Aurhons, before they write, ſhould read. 


Our hiſtorian Ache did not, or a hath "TRY 
thing worſe to anſwer for, in the now cited 


expoſtulation, than ignorance. _. 
Bz yore I difmiſs the ſubject of David's 


proceedings againſt the idolatrous nations, it 
may not be amiſs to add, from the ſacred 


a p. 74. 
text, 


» 
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text, ſome farther declarations whereby Gop 


exprefled his abhorrence of the Wen of 
falſe gods. 
Ix the eighteenth chapter of Leviticus, 


Moſes enumerates thoſe ſhocking inſtances of 
unlawful luſt from which Gop's people were 


to preſerve themſelves pure. He adds, De- 
« file not yourſelves in any of theſe things; 


e for in all theſe the nations are defiled which 


* caſt out before you. And the land is de- 
« filed, THEREFORE I do viſit the iniqui- 


_ «ty thereof upon it, and the land itſelf vo- 
«a miteth out her inhabitants. Ye ſhall there- 
fore keep my ſtatutes and my judgments, 


and ſhall not commit any of thoſe abomina- 
« tions — that the land ſpue not you out, as 


it ſpued out the nations that were before 


«you. For whoſoever ſhall commit any of 
« theſe abominations, even the ſouls that 
* commit them ſhall be cut off from among 


their people — I am the Lord your God.” 


"TAKE another inſtance from the thirteecth 
chapter of Deuteronomy. e | 
AFTER having directed, verſe 1 — 5, that 
a prophet or a dreamer of dreams, who ſhould 


_ endeavour to ſeduce them to go after other 


gods and ſerve them, ſhould be put to death ; 
the RPO proceeds — If thy brother, the 
% fon 
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« ſon of thy mother, or thy ſon, or thy 
« daughter, or the wife of thy boſom, or thy 
« friend, which is as thine own ſoul, entice 
te thee . ſecretly, ſaying, let us go and ſerve 
« other gods — of the gods of the people, 
« that are round about you, nigh unto thee 
« or far off from thee: — thou ſhalt not con- 
<« ſent unto him, nor hearken'unto him, nei- 
te ther ſhall thine eye pity him, neither ſhalt 
e thou ſpare, neither ſhalt thou conceal him; 
but thou ſhalt ſurely kill him; thine hand 
e ſhall be firſt upon him to put him to death, 
and afterwards the hand of all the people; 
e and thou ſhalt ſtone him with ſtones that he 
die, becauſe he hath ſought to thruſt thee 
« away from the Lord thy Go.. 

I is farther preſcribed in this FRY - 
any of the Iſraelites ſhall ſeduce the inha- 

bitants of their city to go and ſerve other gods 
thou ſhalt ſurely ſmite the inhabitants of 
ce that city with the edge of the ſword, de- 
« ſtroying it ' utterly and all that is therein, 
te and the cattle thereof, with the edge of the 
« ſword. And thou ſhalt gather all the ſpoil 
«of it into the midſt of the ſtreet thereof, 
ce and ſhalt burn with fire the city, and all 
the ſpoil thereof every whit, for the. Lord 
thy Gop : and it ſhall by an heap for ever, 


« it ſhall not be built again.” 
Now 


. VIINDICAT ED. 5 


1 


Now if David was perſwaded, as our au- 
thor will poſſibly allow him to have been per- 
ſwaded, that Moſes in theſe edicts ſpoke by 


divine commiſſion ; then, though he may per- 


talps pronounce him a poor bigoted Jew, he 
will yet be cleared of the charge of cruelty. 
His zeal to obey Gop's injunctions, however 
blind we may ſuppoſe it, cannot argue the 


leaſt degree of impurity ; and if he believed it 


to be the purpoſe of Gop's heart to extirpate 
the idolatrous nations, * then he believed alſo 


that to addreſs himſelf to that work, was act- 


ing * after God's own heart,” and "PE 
« his will“. 

Tu us, will David, though we wave the 
point of Moſes's being divinely commiſſioned, 


ſtand fully vindicated, in this reſpect, from 


the imputation of turpitude of heart. 


Bu r our author can produce an unexcep- 


tionable evidence of David's cruelty. It is his 
foul-mouthed friend Shimei, of whoſe grie- 


yous curſe thrown out againſt David when he 
was . before Abſalom, he obſerves, This 


a How bleſſed Saviour ſeems, in one * his 1 to * 
in view and to patronize this rigorous treatment of the idolaters 
of Canaan, as typical of the final perdition of ungodly men. 


The king, whoſe ſubjects had rebelled againſt him, ſays to his 


ſervants, ** thoſe my enemies who would not that I ſhould 
© reign over them, bring them hither and flay them before me.“ 
Luke 19. 27. 
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is pathetic, and truly characteriſtic, of the 
2 "ons to whom it is addreſſed.” 1 
UpoN what authority is this nee! 
to be characteriſtic of David, and he denonu- 
nated. a tyrant? Not upon that of the bible 
hiſtory where not one act of his tyranny is 
recorded; for his proceedings againſt the ido- * 
latrous nations cannot be ſtiled tyrannical, un- 
leſs Gop, who commanded them, be involved 
in the charge. One would think Shimei's ſur- 
viving David were a cireumſtance ſufficient to 
prove the falſehood and malevolence of his re- 
viling execrations — if he had not, with his 
own mouth, confeſſed it. Had Shimei thought 
him a tyrant, a man of blood, a fon of Be- 
« lial,” he would hardly have come within 
his reach at his return to his kingdom. When 
he fled before Abſalom, then, it ſeems, Da- 
« vid checked his revenge, | conſidering that 
this was not a ſeaſon for proceeding to ex- 
<« tremities.” b No ſeaſon. better, had he-been 
revengeful — — To filence ſo inveterate an ene- 
my had been ſome ſtep towards quelling the 
rebellion. But, at his return to the throne, 
my Shimei cc reflected on David' 8  vindiQtive” 


— — — _ 8 —— —— — — 
z 


— 


a Thy ſervant did perverſly, faid 8 2 Sem. 19. „ 19 
Thy ſervant doth know that I have ſinned. v. 20. | 
b p 63. 


unfor- 


WAND1cC 4TH 0 


unforgiving © temper” and ſo— came to aſk 


« forgiveneſs !” = This is one of our hiſto- 
rian's © ſelf-evident conceptions, which no au- 
« We "ns is ſo ſacred as to ſet aſide!” b 
Lr me now have leave to parallel this, 
with another proof, omitted by our author, 
of David's cruel, vindictive temper. 
IT is this — Two rebellions fell out in his 
reign; and after they were quelled, not one 


ſingle rebel was brought to execution. 


CoMPARE theſe, in this particular, with 
the rebellion of our engliſh Abſalom, or with 
thoſe which happened in the reigns of Henry 
the fourth and Henry the ſeventh. 


BuT — who can diſpute the cruelty of 


David „ when we find him with his laſt ac- 


« cents delivering two murders i in Ny to 
« his ſon Solomon? < 

T x firſt is of Joab ce his old, faithful 
« general. He had, it is true, himſelf com- 
mitted three deliberate murders, d two of 
them treacherouſly, in peace; had abſolutely 
uſurped the command of the army in the room 
of the king's general, Amaſa, whom he butch- 
ered merely from the ſuggeſtions of rank envy 
and ambition; and laſtly had inliſted in the 


rebellion of the aſpiring Adonijah. 


1 P. 7. b pref. P. 9. c p. 87. 
d Of Abner, Abſalom, and 1 


Bur 


— _ * 
— — — 
. 
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Bor it ſeems © the private. faults of the 
man are not to be pleaded in David's excuſe. 
His faithful ſervices ought to have obliterated 
« them.” Not unleſs David ought to have been 
more pleaſed with good generalſhip, than 
ſhocked with repeated, inſolent rehellions, and 
treacherous murders. 

David, no doubt, intended. to have brought 
him to execution in his life time — But, as 
he complained on another occaſion, this ſon 
of Zeruiah was too hard for him. = His being 
unable to diſmiſs him from the command of 
the army, uſurped by him after the murder of 
David's general Amaſa, plainly ſhewed it. And 
our author's note of admiration, b * that no 
« notice was taken of this murder at Joab's 
«return, nor of the aſſaſſin's uſurping the 
« command of the army,” may now be ſtruck 


out. In that place, he is ſhocked that Joab 


was not puniſhed for Amaſa's murder ; in the 
paſſage before us he is doubly ſhocked, that 


Solomon was ordered to take vengeance on 


him for that murder and another equally hor- 


a 2 Sam. 3. 38, 39. When Joab had murdered Abner we read 


that the king ſaid unto his ſervants, know ye not that there is a 


e prince and a great man fallen this day in Iſrael? and I am this 
day weak though anointed king 3 3 and theſe men che ſons of 
© Zeruiah be too hard for me.” 


1 


rid; 
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tid; crowned with a baſe plot againſt David's 


appointed heir of his throne. 
THE ſhort account of the two executions 


dictated to Solomon ſeems to be this. 


SoLOMON had been divinely appointed to 
execute the magnificent work of a temple to 


be erected to Go 's honour. He was alſo to 


eſtabliſh a worſhip in it, agreeably to the law 


of Moſes, To this purpoſe he was to enjoy 


a peaceable reign: His name was prophetical 
of it. David made way for it by the ſucceſs 
which Go p gave him in bringing all the na- 
tions round him into ſubjection, and in a- 
maſſing by that means an immenſe treaſure 
deſtined all along by him for the uſe of che 
- 


Jo AB and Shimei were likely to be diſ- 


 turbers of this pacific reign. David had not 


been able to controul Joab. Solomon might 
ot. However his life was doubly forfeited 


even by the horrid crime which good kin 28 


a We read 1 Chron. 22. That when David gave charge to 
Solomon ** to build an houſe for the Lord God of Iſrael,” He 
{aid « 'The word of the Lord came unto me, ſaying, —— 
*© Behold a ſon ſhall be born to thee, who ſhall be a man of reſt, 
* and I will give him reſt from all his enemies round about: 
„for his name ſhall be SOLOMON, and I will give peace 
* and quietneſs unto Iſrael in his days. He ſhall build an n houſe 
for my name &.“ b 1 Chron, 22, 14, 


Fa * very 
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very ſparingly pardon when the offender is in 
their power. David had committed it once, 
and upon his bitter repentance, Go p, who 
ſaw his. heart, heard his prayers and „ deli- 
« vered him from blood-guiltineſs.” Joab, in- 
ſtigated by envy and ambition, had perpe- 
| trated one treacherous murder, and was ſo far 
from humbling himſelf, that, after a ſeries of 
haughty, undutiful behaviour, he perpetrated 
another aſſaſſination equally baſe and barba- 
rous, at the inſtigation of the ſame envy and 
ambition: and to be confiſtent to the laſt, en- 
gaged, after all, in a foul conſpiracy. 
 SHIME1 had alſo, probably after David's 
promiſe to him, been engaged in. rebellious 
ractices beſides the grievous curſe thrown out 
at David in his diſtreſs. Solomon, at the time 
of his execution, charges him with thoſe 
practices: a yet, becauſe of the pardon grant- 
ed him by David, Solomon put it in his choice, 
guilty as he was, to live. He deſpiſed and 
broke ond a the _ 8 conditions, b and 
ſuffered death. 
* STILL, will our author fay, the OY 
recurs. How was David at liberty to adviſe 
Shimei's execution, when he had confirmed 
his pardon by an oath ? 


46. 


a 1 Kings 2. 44. b ib. v. 36 
| VI. Tals 
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VI. Tais queſtion muſt be conſidered un- 
der the next of his articles of impeachment, 
viz. PERJURY. 
Two facts are alledged in ſupport of this 
charge, | 
1. His W of his oath to Shimei, in 
dictating his death to Solomon, 
2. His delivering up ſeven of Saul's fa- 
mily to the Gibeonites, though he had (worn 
to him that he would not cut off his ſeed af- 
ter him. As to Shimei, there are few, I truſt, | 
who will, with our author, ſuppoſe that Da- 
vid meant to ſay to his ſon, My oath is paſſed 
d to Shimei that he ſhall zot be executed, 
therefore — let him be executed.” What 
he really did ſay to him is recorded a thus. 
9 * Thimei — curſed me with a grievous curſe. 
— but — I ſware to him by the Lord, ſay- 
« ing, I will not put thee to Hs with the 
« (word.” His ſubmiſſion obtained more than (anale e 
he deſerved, an oath for the reſpite of his pu- fo hat day "ff 
niſhment during David's life. But his ſucceſ- [tt 
ſor was not obliged to hold him guiltleſs, and 
the wiſdom of Solomon concurred with Da- 
vicd's advice, that when he found a fair occa- 
ſion, b he ſhould Put him to death. 


= 


%”F 


a I Kings 2. 8, 9. 
s b So Joſephus whoſe 8 is often alledged by our au- 
F 3 thor, 
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— 80 much for Shimei. | 


Wr come now to the other perjury charged 
upon David, for delivering ſeven of Saul's fa- 
mily to the Gibeonites to be hanged up by 
them. If this fact be true, it is true alſo, be- 


cauſe recorded in the ſame chapter, ? 60 that 
te the three years famine was” by the Lord, 


pronounced to be for Saul and for his bloody 

* houſe, becauſe he flew the Gibeonites,” 
who, though Amorites, were protected from 
violence by an oath ſworn to them by the 
children of Iſrael. b It is moreover injoined 
in the law of Moſes, © * that a wilful mur- 

derer was to be delivered up to the avenger 
<« of blood, that he might die, and ſo the 
«puilt of innocent blopd be put away from 
« Iſrael.” How much more when Gon, by 
a famine inflicted, Erpel required ven- 
geance * py | 


| thor, underfands David's words, which he thus ck. 
Tov Te fest, a em es e £92099), hc. In the 
ſame paſſage he blen prets the oath of David, ** thou ſhalt not 
die,“ into 4: temporary reſpite : ammmery v logen xo 1558 
. Ae PI pond cure a T OTE. Joſeph. Ant. l. 7. c. 15. 
This interpretation is ſomewhat warranted by David's anſwer 
to Abiſhai who, at the king's reſtoration, propoſed the execution 
of Shimei. Shall there any man be put to death hs day in Iſ- 
rael? 2 | f 
a 2 Sam. 21. b See Joſh. 9. 3. and 06. 17. 
eL Deut. 19. 11 — 13. 


VINDICATED. 35 


Ir this interpoſition of Go p be usreal, 
and if as this writer, without the leaſt war- 
rant from the hiſtory, ſuppoſes, all was a 
contrivance of David, and the requeſt of the 
Gibeonites was inſtigated by himſelf, then his 
reflection upon David's delivering up to them 
ſeven of Saul's ſons is true, „that a blacker 
piece of ingratitude and perfidy can . 
ce be imagined.“ It would however even on 
this ſuppoſition, turn out clear of the crime. 
of perjury. What Saul requeſted of David at 
the cave of Adullam, and what David pro- 
miſed with an oath, was, „That he would 
e not cut off his ſeed after him, and that he 
« would not deſtroy his name out of his fa- 
te ther's houſe. 2 The exciſion of ſeven of 
Saul's family, went but a little way towards 
cutting off Saul's ſeed after him, and deſtroy- 
ing his name out of his father's houſe. We 
read in the book of Chronicles, b that, beſides 
Saul's Zwo ſons by Rizpah, and five ſons of 
one of his daughters, who were, all ſeven, 
delivered to the Gibeonites, befides theſe, Saul 
had a numerous race of deſcendants, from 


Mephiboſheth the ſon of n ; one of 


a I Sam. 24. 21, 22. The latter part of the ' requen is ex- 


planatory of the former. 
b 1 Chron. 8. 33 


15 whoſe 


* 
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whoſe race, Ulam, had many ſons, and ſons 
*« ſons, an hundred and fifty.” 

Bur if Gop had required the expiation 
of blood to be made by the ſacrifice of Saul's 
entire race, they all muſt have been given up, 
and the oath of David ſuperſeded ; as the pa- 
rental duty of Abraham was, by Gop's com- 
mand to him to offer up his fon. 

STILL it is urged that Saul who, with his 
bloody houſe, flew the Gibeonites, was dead 
and gone. Why was not the requiſition of 
vengeance made ſooner ? — a queſtion which 
God alone can anſwer. — Why did this 
vengeance fall upon the guilty man's innocent 
children ? — We have no better anſwer, than 
that Gop hath declared, that he viſiteth the 
ſins of the fathers upon the children, to the 
third and fourth generation.z Why was a 
whole nation puniſhed as © a hint of remem- 
e brance,” for bringing private perſons to exe- 
cution? — Here too we are at a nonplus, un- 
leſs it will be accepted as a ſatisfactory ſolu- 
tion, That this was Gop's method of deal- 
ing in other ſimilar caſes. Three thouſand 

men, for inſtance, of Joſhua's army were ſmit- 
ten at Ai, for the ſingle offence of Achan, 
who had ſecreted ſome of the rich ſpoils of 


a Second commandment, Exod. 20. 


Jericho. 
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Jericho. And this was only <a hint of re- 
"> 3 for ſtoning the offender. 
LASTLY it is aſked, © Where is this crime 
« of Saul's ſlaying the Gibeonites recorded? 
we anſwer; In the very chapter cited by our 
author for the fa& upon which he is declaim- 
ing; where, at the ſecond verſe, we read, 
that Saul had ſought to flay them (the Gi- 
beonites) in his zeal to Iſrael and Judah. He 
ſought, it ſeems, the exciſion of the whole 


race of them, and, as the-firſt verſe informs 


us, had taken ſome ſteps. towards it. His 
bloody houſe” had abetted him in this per- 
fidious maſſacre; and what is more natural 
than to ſuppoſe, that thoſe ſeven who were 
delivered up to the ann were of the 
number? | 

IT is now time to diſmiſs this article. In 
the examination of it all our author's cavils 
have been conſidered ; though, after all, the 
conduct of David will ſtand acquitted or con- 
demned, only according as the bible gives a true 
or a falſe hiſtory of the tranſaction in queſtion. 

VII. Trax fame is to be ſaid in relation to 
the next article preferred by our author againſt 
David, namely USURPATION. 5 


page has been already taken notice of, p. 75. 


2 Our author's ſhrewd expoſtulation in the note of his 74h 
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Tux bible-hiſtory informs us expreſlly, 
that GoD * gave the kingdom to David, 
having © rent” it from Saul. a St. Paul, upon 
that authority, declares the fame thing: b 
That Gop, © having removed Saul, gave them 
* (the people of Iſrael) David to be their 
« king; to whom alſo he gave teſtimony and 
*«{aid, I have found David — a man after 
„mine own heart, who ſhalt n all my 
« will.” | 

Now, if Samuel and Paul declare the 
truth in this particular, it will follow, with- 
out all doubt, that David was no uſurper. As 
ſure as there is a moſt high Gov, ſo ſurely 
he ruleth' in the kingdom of men, and giveth 
it to whomſoever he will. < He manifeſtly 
proceeded thus with _ to the ON 
of Iſrael. 

Here we may reſt our cauſe. It wil 
hardly be worth while to add, that this poor 
Iſhboſheth, whoſe crown David is accuſed of 
uſurping, was notoriouſly himſelf an uſurper. 
The crown, if Gop had not cut off the in- 
Heritance from Saul's family, would, of right, 
have devolved to Mephiboſheth, the only ſon 
of Johathan, who was the eldeſt. of Saul's ſons. 


a 1 Sam. 15. 26— 29. b Acts 13. 22. c Dan.. 4. 25. 
d See 1 Chron. 8. 33, 34. Iſhboſheth is there called Eſhbaal, 

and Mephiboſheth, Meribbaal, | 
VIII. 
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VIII. and IX. INGRATITUDE being a 
ſpecies of INJUSTICE, it may not be amiſs 
to conſider both theſe articles of accuſation 


under one head. 

UsURPATION is, indeed, one of the groſſ- 
eſt acts of injuſtice. But from the imputation 
of that crime, David hath TR" now, I W 
been ſufficiently vindicated. 

THE caſe of Joab, to whom this hiſto- 
rian would repreſent David to have been 
greatly indebted, hath alſo been confidered 


under the article of cruelty. His demerits, 


being put in the balance againſt his a has. 


were found greatly to pre a 


.BuT what ſhall we ſay to the charge af: 


ingratitude towards Abner? our author does 
not indeed pretend that it was ever exerted ; 


he only ſuppoſes that David, had not Abner 


* been killed prematurely, would have found 


*an. opportunity to have got rid of him,” 
after all his ſervices. 


LT our author, who /uppo/es this crime, 


exert his hypothetic talent once more, and 


ſuppoſe that this objection will not delay us. 


Tux caſe of Mephiboſheth and Ziba will 
not ſo ſoon be diſpatched. Some parts of their 


{tory are plain; other parts obſcure and con- 
troverted. 


Fd 


Wins 
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WHAT is evident is, that David's proceed- 
ing in taking for granted the revolt of Me- 
phiboſheth at the ſuggeſtion of Ziba, was raſh 
and precipitate. The granting of all his lands 
to his accuſer, without admitting the accuſed 
party to a hearing, cannot be juſtified ; though 
I conceive it will ſtand for no ſort of proof 
of the TURPITUDE OF DAVID'S 
HEART. * 

Cickko, no ſuperficial obſerver of human 
nature, hath ſomewhere remarked, that * the 
« beſt natures are uſually moſt liable to the 
« kindlings of reſentment.” That there was 
— of it in David's compoſition ap- 
pears, as well in the caſe of Nabal, as in the 
FR inſtance, - 

His meek thankfulneſs to 8 who, by 
Abigail's interceſſion, had delivered him from 
himſelf, was, no doubt, an acceptable atone- 
ment for his offence, 


a David having granted Saul's lands to his ſon Mephiboſheth, 
and made his ſervant Ziba ſteward for him, took them away 
from him and gave them to Ziba upon his accuſing Mephibo- 
ſheth of an attempt to ſeize the throne. Mephiboſheth after- 
wards clearing his innocence, David replied, I have ſaid, Thou 
% and Ziba divide the Land.” That is as many underſtand it, 
Let it be as I firſt ſaid ; Be thou lord of the land, and Ziba 
* bailiff of it; and divide ye as is common in theſe caſes the 


produce An. 


WILL 
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WII I it be a blameable partiality to inter- 
pret the hiſtory of his (ſubſequent) dealings 
with Mephiboſheth, not fully opened in the 
text, by this pattern? will it be unreaſonable 
to ſuppoſe, that he, who ſo greatly rejoiced 
to be withheld from a vengeance whoſe pro- 
vocation. was real, did not, for a moment, he- 
ſitate to rectify a determination with regard 
to Mephiboſheth, into which his paſſion, in- 
ſtigated by a falſe and ſcandalous repreſenta- 
tion, had hurried him ? 
THe anſwer which David gives to Mephi- 
boſheth, „ have ſaid, thou and Ziba divide 
« the land,” 2 is variouſly underſtood. Our 
author ſuppoſes that David hereby revoked 
only one half of the grant which Ziba had 
treacherouſly obtained. But the words, 1 
have ſaid, evidently refer to a former de- (Kgl. 
cree of David. It could not be that by which = 
he had haſtily given he whole to Ziba. It re- 
mains therefore that it was the original grant, 
whereby Ziba, as bailiff 'to Mephiboſheth, 
was to divide the produce with his maſter. Þ 
21 B a deſerved, indeed, to be wholly diſ- 


poſſeſſed. But as that might create perplexity to 2 / 
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| Mephiboſheth, and as he would have been 
| no gainer by it, it was perhaps beſt to leave 


2 2 Sam, 19. 29. b See 2 Sam. 9. 
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the lands, at leaſt for the -preſent, in Ziba' 8 
occupation, 
X. ATTEND we next to our pk out- 
cry againſt the UNCHARITABLE SPI- 
RIT which he ſuppoſes to have dictated 
many . of the PSALMS OF David. © He 
« frequently, ſaith he, breathes nothing in them 
*« but blood, and the moſt rancorous reſent- 
* ment againſt his enemies. | 
I muſt be confeſſed x our author is not 
fingle in this complaint againſt David. Thoſe 


Palms to which our hiſtorian refers, have, by 


way of deteſtation, been called the < curſing 
te Palms,” and there are ſome ſteady patro- 


neſſes for good, that is their own, ſenſe in 


religion, ſticklers for eternal rectitude, what- 
ever the ſcriptures may pretend, who, very 
piouſly, tear thoſe Pfalms, together with 
the Athanaſian creed, out of their Prayer- 
books. 

Ou vindication of David in this particu- 
lar, will be ſhort, but, I truſt, ſufficient. 
Ix hath already been obſerved upon the 
authority of Jeſus Chriſt and his apoſtles, that 


the book of Pſalms was dictated by the Spi- 


rit of Gop, and ſome of them prophetical of 
the kingdom and perſon of Chriſt, _ parts 


a p. 83. 


of 


f 


ſentative. a 


and the 109th. And though, in our tranſla- 


| St. Paul. 


tray their LORD Chriſt. c Rom. 11.9. 
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of them being ſpoken by David as his repre- 


MN x pious divines of former ages, rea- 
ſoning by analogy from thoſe Pſalms which 
are cited in the New Teſtament, as relative 
to Chriſt, have concluded that every one of 
them hath this z/timate ſcope, and was in- 
tended as deſcriptive, either of Chriſt. or of 
his church, under various circumſtances. 


Two of the Pfalms which ſeem to breathe 
the moſt of reſentment and execration are the 
69th, one of our author's ſtumbling-blocks, 


tions, they appear like execratory prayers upon 
David's enemies, yet are they cleared of that 
imputation by the authority of St. Peter and 


TE former cites both of the above men- 
tioned Pſalms, as prophetical of the traytor 
Judas. b 

THE 69th Palm is interpreted by St. Paul 
as foretelling the ſtate, not only of Judas, but 
of all thoſe his obſtinate countrymen, who re- 
jected the ſalvation offered by Jeſus Chriſt. < 
In the ſame paſſage Iſaiah is cited as fore- 

a See p. 6, 7. 


b Acts 1. 16 & 20. — The 8 extends, no doubt, to 
all thoſe, in every age, who, like Judas, revolt from and be- 


telling 
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telling their ſpiritual blindneſs. * David there- 
fore and Ifaiah mean the ſame thing; a pre- 
diction of what the Spirit of Gop foreſhew- 
ed to them, though their forms of expreſſion 
be different. | 
Tux two apoſtles cite "thats reſpective paſj- 
ſages as prophecies, but in the imperative 
form; a teſtimony which, I preſume, ſuffi- 
ciently frees that form wherever David, in fi- 
milar caſes, makes uſe of it, from all impu- 
tation of rancorous reſentment. 

Ap this apoſtolical interpretation of the 
ſcope of two of David's Pſalms which ſeem 
to be execratory, is indiſputably the true key 
to open the deſign and meaning of all others 
of the like tendency. 

David, in all of them, however his forms 
of expreſſion may vary, pronounces only the 
decrees of Gop, againſt the enemies of Jeſus 
Chriſt, whoſe perſon the Pſalmiſt here aſ- 
ſures, as in many other Pſalms. 

IxpEED they who profeſs a reverence for 
the authority of God's word, would do well 
to conſider how little it is conſiſtent with that 
reverence, to expreſs an abhorrence for any 


part of that BOOK OF PSALMS, b which 


Mt Ver. 8. | 
b No leſs than ſixty * different citations are made in the 
new * 


ell 


lat 


the 
new 


VIND FCAT ED. 97 
is referred to by Chriſt and his Apoſtles, as 
the work of divine inſpiration. Eſpecially, 
ſince theſe very paſſages which are the de- 
clared objects of this abhorrence, have obtain- 


ed the avowed protection of thoſe venerable 
PATRONS. 


XI. DISSIMULATION is the next ar- 
ticle to be conſidered. 

THz grounds of our author's charge, are 
theſe.” That David made uſe of falſe pretences 
with a deſign to deceive king Achiſh — That 
he pretended to be ſorry for the death of his 
rivals, Saul and Ihboſheth, and puniſhed their 


_ murderers. 


Wir regard to Achiſh, thus much is e- 
vident. That David did conceal from him 
the excurſion he had made againſt the Ge- 
ſhurites, the Gezrites and the Amalckites, 


and pretended it to have been againſt his own 


countrymen. — And, that he made an offer 


of his ſervice to Achiſh, when the Philiſtines 
were going to battle againſt the Iſraelites. 


Bu r it is evident alſo that the deceit was 
not attended with the Jeaſt damage to the de- 
ceived party. | 


9 from the book of Plalms, by Chriſt, the Apoſites 
and Ark 
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Ix is the opinion of the moſt eminent ca- 
ſuitts in the law of nature, an authority which 
our hiſtorian will not diſpute, that it is al- 
lowable to falſify the truth, to thoſe who have 
no right to it, and will not be injured by the 
falſehood. 

I x will be replied that this imo 
affects not the caſe before us. Achiſh was led 
by. this falſehood to repoſe a confidence in 
David. If he had betrayed this confidence, 

| Achiſh would have been highly injured. | If 
he had not betrayed it, but had gone out 
with him to battle, then he would have ſtood 
impeachable of the high crime of bearing 
arms againſt his king and country. 

8 be acknowledged that no 96 
man would chuſe to throw himſelf into ſo 
diſtreſsful a dilemma, who was not aſſured 

| within himſelf, that the ee, of Gov 
E would deliver him from 8 
e poſſible at leaſt, that Go b, ** had | 
222 ed hedeltined David to the throne of Iſrael, - might 
4 direct him to the expedients he made uſe of 
. for ſaving himſelf, and for ſubſiſting his fol- 


i 72 75 lowers till, by the death of Saul © the ty- 
maine, dee ranny ſhould be overpaſt: GOD might i in- 


. ale. . timate to him, that no harm · ſnould happen 
from his offering his aſſiſtance to Achiſh; a 
2 | ſtep, 


CRY 
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ſtep, which in his then ſituation was become 
neceſſary for his ſafety; but that this ſtep of 
offering his aſſiſtance to Achiſh againſt the Iſ- 

raelites, a ſtep ſo apparently threatning to his 
gratitude or his loyalty, ſhould prove the very 
means of his being diſmiſſed with innocence. 
_ Fnis, I fay, is a poſſible ſuppoſition ; and 
from the high character which David bears 
in the writings of the Prophets, Evangelifts, 
and Apoſtles it appears to be highly probable 
VV 5 
WuaAr vouchers of equal authority with 
theſe hath our author produced to prove the 
turpitude of David's heart? Hrs witneſſes are 
the reprobated Saul, the ſelf convicted Shi- 
mei! ours are the glorious company of the 
Apoſtles, the goodly feHowſhip of the pro- 
phets, the honourable true and only Son of 
Gop; CHRIST the king of glory! | 
HE hath, indeed, threatned to adduce facts 


. as his vouchers, but they have been found, 
t upon examination to be ſome times feigned 
f facts, and ſometimes miſerably ſtrained con- 
if a Perhaps it will be needleſs to inform the reader that. the 
— lords of the Philiftines proteſted againſt David's going to battle 
* with them, ſuſpecting that he would revolt to his countrymen. 


He was therefore diſmiſſed, and got clear of Achiſh, juſt at the 
time when Gov's prov idence had prepared for him the. kingdom 


of Iſrael. 
G 2 ſtructions 
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ſtructions upon real ones, or ſuch concluſions 
from them as betray an utter ignorance of 
that hiſtory, a Portion of which he n 
to detail. 

I x my a rendred highly proba- 
ble by the circumſtance I have mentioned, be 
admitted ; then will David's offers and pro- 
feflions to Achiſh be allowed to be innocent 
deceits; and his vehement expoſtulation, 
bg hy may not I go and fight againſt the ene- 
« mies of my lord the king,“ will have no- 
thing reprehenſible in it, when he had Juſt 
ground of confidence, that Gop would fix in 
the hearts: of the Philiſtine lords the reſolu- 
tion of diſmiſſing him from the ſervice, be- 
fore hoſtilities ſhould commence. 


Our author's charge of diflimulation 
grounded upon David's lamentation for the 
murder of Iſhboſheth- reſts upon no better a 
ſuppoſition than this; that he who is fight- 
ing for a kingdom, cannot, without a want 
« of every fpark of genuine grace,” lament 
and puniſh | the treachery by which his rival 
falls. 5 
IN DEED he begs leave to ppl that 

David was an uſurper — in direct oppoſition 
to facts as they ſtand in the genuine records. 
According to theſe, Iſhbotheth was the u- 

| ſurper, 
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1 and David claimed by divine defig- 


nation. 

Bur was he not a 'grofh diſſembler, in 
c tearing his cloathes off his back,” and burſt- 
ing out into a ſorrowful lamentation for the 
death of Saul, to whoſe deſtruction he had 
*« fo freely ae to lend his athitance juſt 
before? 

I answER, that reaſons have been juſt 


now alledged which render it probable, that 
David had no intention to lift up his hand 


againſt his king and his countrymen. And the 
tenor of his whole behaviour, while he was 
under Saul's perſecution, will ſtrongly corro- 
borate that ſuppoſition. At two ſeveral Junc- 
tures the life of Saul had been entirely in his 
power: and in one of them he riſqued his 
own, merely to prove; if any argument could 
prove to Saul and to our author, that he was 
groſſly injured in the king's ſuſpicion of him. 
. He knew, indeed, that Gop had marked 
him out for Saul's ſucceſſor in the throne, and 


yet, obſerve how little influence the proſpect 


had upon his ſpirit ! 

WHEN his fellow- adventurer Abiſhai, 
pointing the ſpear towards the heart of the 
SINE . ; ; 
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Stood ready to ſmite once and fmite no more, 


*« David ſaid to him, deſtroy him not; for 
« who can ſtretch forth his hand againſt 
* the Lord's anointed and be guiltleſs? — As 
ic the Lord liveth, the Lord ſhall ſmite him, 
* or his day ſhall come to die, or he ſhall de- 
e ſcend into battle and periſh. The Lord for- 
bid that I ſhould ſtretch forth mine hand 
+ c againſt the Lord's anointed !” 2 
Lr our author compare this conduct with 
bull] that of Hazael, b or of Shakeſpear's Macbeth. 


whoſe circumſtances were ſomewhat ſimilar 


a See 1 Sam. chap. 26. 

b Hazael, heating from Eliſha that he was to be king over 
Syria after his maſter Benhadad, then ſick, immediately diſ- 
patched him, by ſpreading over his face a thick cloth dipt in 
water. See 2 2 Kings 8. 7 Ke, 

When the prophet with tears foretold to Hazael, whit eala- 
mities he ſhould hereafter bring upon Ifrael, his ambition in- 
ſtantly took fire, and he cried out, with tranſport ; „what! 
thy ſervant! a dog! that he ſhould do the great [word] 
= *Jeed !” This is the litera? tranflation of the paſſage. That 
= of our bible, [ but what is thy ſervant à dog, that he ſhould do 
= this great thing, ] hath ſtood in the front of many a fine de- 
clamation utterly wide of the real ſentiment of Hazael. His ex- 
clamation was not the reſult of horror, his expreſſion has no 
tincture of it, but of the unexpected glimpſe of a crown. 'The 
Prophet's anſwer is plainly calculated to ſatisfy the aRoniſhment 
he had excited; The Lord hath ſhewed me that thou ſhalt be 
© king over Syria.” A dog bears not, in ſcripture, the cha- 
rafter of a cruel, but of a deſpicable animal; nor doth he who 


isYhacked with barbarity, call it a GREAT deed. 


to 
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to thoſe of David, and then let him fay, « He 

« was ambitious ;” and that he could not, 
without diſſimulation, mourn for the untime- 
ly fall of his CO” nene ſove- 
reign. 
. 25 7 T us fee better he cannot be as 
honourably acquitted of the inn 1 
AVARICE. | Det 

SPEAKING of David's victories over the 
Philiſtines the Moabites and the Syrians, this 
writer intimates, that the cauſe of this blood- 
thirſty indignation is eaſily deducible' from the 
produce of theſe wars. The great quanti- 
«ties of gold and filver and braſs brought to 
« Jeruſalem, ſufficiently indicate the nature of 
David's Hirt. 3 

W no would not ſuppoſe, From this burt 
inſinuation, that David was ſome exorbitant 
uſurer, who loved money from the bottom of 
his heart, and dedicated all he could ſcrape 
together, to his own coffers? And yet our 


author's very next ſentence informs us that 


poor Davifi got not one farthing. All the 

plunder was © ſurrendred to the prieſts,” 
who are, very charitably, <« ſuppoſed to have 

been the inſtigators of theſe wars. 


Aa P» 52. , b ib. 
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Fo his laſt mentioned fact we are referred 
to two paſſages a which when examined inform 
us, that king David dedicated to the Lord all 


the rich preſents which he received from Toi 


king of Hamath, with the filver and the gold 
that he had dedicated'of all the nations which 


he ſubdued : of Syria and of Moab and of the 


children of Ammon, and of the Philiſtines, 
and of Amalek, and of the ſpoil of Hadad- 
ezer — king of Zobah. But not a word of it's 


having been © ſurrendred to the prieſts.” It is, 


indeed, probable to me that it was fo, becauſe 
we read that it was deſtined to the purpoſe of 
building a houſe for the Lord. But it ought 
to be a deciſive argument with our author 


_ againſt this ſuppoſition, that ſo immenſe a 


treaſure came at laſt, without embezzlement, 
into the hands of Solomon. David's account 


of it is as follows; © Behold — I have pre- 


* pared for the houſe of the Lord an hundred 


« thouſand talents of gold, and a thouſand 
s thouſand talents of ſilver; and of braſs and 


iron without weight, for it is in abun- 
te dance. Timber alſo and ſtones have 1 pre- 
« pared. bs b 


a 2 Sam. 8. 11. and 1 Chron. 151 
b 1 Chron. 22. 14. In the 5th verſe, © David ſaid, Solo- 
*« mon my ſon is young and tender, and the houſe which is to 
85 by builded for the Lord muſt be execeding magnifical, of 
% fame 


VINDICATED. 10g 
Bur if, after all, our author will have it 


that the prieſts were David's treaſurers, we 


may ſet down two plain concluſions 
FIRST, That David, who dedicated all 
this tregfure, and commanded Solomon, (be- 
ing himſelf forbidden,) to expend it all, to 
Gop's honour, ſtands entirely free from * 
imputation of avarice. | 
SgcoNDLY, that the prieſts, er our 
author ſuppoſes to be more profligate, and 
more worldly-minded, becauſe, being conſe- 
crated to Gop, they were required to be more 
holy and more heavenly-minded, than other 
men; that theſe prieſts diſcharged their truſt 
with integrity and a good conſcience.  - 
XIII. THz laſt of our author's objections, 
% That David was a moſt conſummate H Y- 
« POCRITE, hath, in effect, been r 
obviated. 
LET us hear the accuſation. *< As if one 
*crime more was wanting to compleat the 
2 black catalogue, he Uloarhey all his infa- 


e fame and glory throughout all countries. I will as now 
make preparation for it. So David prepared ITY be- 
fore his death.“ 

Vou will in vain turn over the annals of our own or other 
hiſtories, to find that any of thoſe kings who were reputed ava- 
ritious, ever laid up, and deſtined all, or the main bulk of, his 
treaſures, to ſo noble a purpoſe, 
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** mous actions with the moſt conſummate lry- 
© pocriſy : profeſſing all along, the greateſt 
regard for every en -of virtue and 
b holineſs.” 2 

AGAIN. „If he was an 6 oy platmit, if 
* he is tiled the man after Gop's own heart; 
«he alfo lived the life J have exhibited : and 
his capability of uniting theſe extreams, - We 
but augment his.guilt.” Þ | 
Nov if David did not, as I truſt I have 
proved that he did not, “live the life which 
« our author hath exhibited :” if the general 
tenor of his actions were not infamous” but, 
ſuch as I truſt I have ſhewn them to be, en- 
tirely confiſtent with < the greateſt regard for 
* every appearance of virtue and holineſs” — 
then it follows that — Gop's teſtimony is 
true — David was no hypocrite, but in very 
deed THE MAN AFTER GOD'S OWN 
HEART. Before we take a fummary view 

of David's character in this true light, it will 

be neceſſary to take notice of three particu- 

lars, which tho' our author does not ſeem to 

charge to the ſcore of David's vices; are yet 

preſſed into the ſervice of that malevolent ſpi- 

rit which is ſo active PIR his Dr 
formance... ELITES | 


a p. 93. b p. 83. Tay 
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. \ Tuey are, the numbering of the people; 
the affection of David for his profligate ſon, 


Abſalom ; and the diſcovery” of rh 1 


po by the prophet Nathan. 
Ov author acquits David of any . 
the numbering of the people, becauſe, being 


moved to it by Satan through Gop's permiſ- 


ſion, © the poor man was only a Fr in- 
« ſtrument in the affair. 
THIS, however, is no admiffible plea for 


him. Happy would it be for af wicked men, 
and particularly for thoſe who write books 


« whoſe plain deſign is to make the ſacred vo- 
« Jume an object of ſcorn,” if, they could ex- 
culpate themſelves by pleading what they may, 
indeed, truly plead, that * Satan ſet them on. 

SATAN, whether by ſome extrinfical ſug- 
geſtion, or by the poiſon of his corrupt nature 
infuſed into ours at the fall of man; Satan, I 
fay, is, in the ſcripture- account, our tempter 


to all the evil we do, and Gop is ſaid to move 


or harden our hearts to it, when ſeeing our 
will ſtrongly inclined to yield to the . 
tion he leaves us in it's power. 

TE E rule for ſafety is, refiſ the Devil, 
*and he will flee from you ” — reſiſt him 
« ſtedfaſt in the faith.” The vigorous effort 


2 p. 77. a 
of 
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of our will, animated by faith, will put the 
adverſary to flight, and give the victory to the 
principle of divine grace; that is, to the ſpi- 
rit of Chriſt, dwelling in our hearts, and al- 
ways ſtriving for the maſtery, though often 
choked and oppreſſed by Satan's temptations. 
Tux offence of David in this inſtance was, 
probably, vanity ; no argument I apprehend, 
eſpecially when fo heartily lamented, of a tur- 
pitude of heart. But the offence which called 
down the vengeance of heaven in this tranſ- 
action ſeems to have been in the people. In 
the Chronicles we read, a that Satan, tempt- 
ing David to number the people, ſtood up 
c againſt Iſrael.” And that Joab foreſaw, 
what eagerneſs made the king incapable of 
ſeeing, that this ſtep would be « a cauſe of 
« TRESPASS TO ISRAEL.” 

War treſpaſs it was that Iſrael commit- 
ted in this tranſaction, to merit the divine 
ſcourge, is not clear. Joſephus with great 
degree of probability ſuppoſes, that they neg- 
lected to pay the capitation commanded upon 
ſuch occaſions, on pain of l viſited by a 
plague. b 
2 1 Chron. 21. 1 — 3. 


b It was a half ſhekel for the ſervice of "the fariftuary, to be 
paid by each perſon numbered. See Exod. 30. 12, 1 3- 


WHAT- 
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WHATEVER it was, David, conſcious that 
he had been, as Joab had predicted, a cauſe 
of treſpaſs to his people, confeſſed his ſin and 
folly with bitter lamentation, and meekly ſub- 
| mitted to that of the puniſhments propoſed, 
which had moſt of the hand of Gop in it. 

Ou author thinks it prudent to wave the 
facher particulars of this ſtory. — It was fo, 
no doubt, for him. If this ſcoffer at divine 
interpoſitions, this reviler of David had open- 
ed this ſcene wider, he muſt have diſcovered 
to us — the deſtroying angel of the Lord, 
ſtanding between earth and heaven, graſping 
the ſword of peſtilence, which had already 
{wept down ſeventy thouſand men, and 
ſtretching forth his hand, in act to (mite Je- 
ruſalem — he muſt have ſhewn us David 
clothed, with the elders, in ſackcloth, lifting 
up his eyes to this awful meſſenger of ven- 
geance, and then falling upon his face — David 
muſt have been heard deprecating the wrath of 
Gop from the people, and calling it down 
upon his own head. Is it not I that com- 
© manded the people to be numbred ? even 1 
te it is that have ſinned, and done evil indeed, 
but as for theſe ſheep, what have they done? 
let thine hand, I pray thee, O Lord my 
*Gop, be on me, and on my father's houſe, 

ce but 
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but not on thy people, that they ſhould: be 
<« plagued.” — We muſt have ſeen God pre- 
vailed upon by the king's; interceflion, and 
have heard his angel's meſſage to David by 
the prophet Gad, that he ſhould erect an al- 
tar for burnt-offerings and peace-offerings, 
that the plague might be ſtayed. from the 
people. And laſtly, when. this injunction had 


been obeyed, we muſt have heard the Lord 


commanding the angel to put up his ſword 
again into the ſheath thereof.» _ 

O ux hiſtorian ſaw that theſe circumſtan- 
tial facts, could not, by all the chemiſtry of 
rhetorick, be reſolved into NATIONAL 


PHRASE, and wiſely declined meddling with 


luft untractable materials. 

Hz ſaw the luſtre which the n 5 
action threatened to throw upon David's cha- 
racter, and therefore thought, it beſt to ſhut 
it out. | 
Pain 8 ande of the life, * W 
tation for the untimely death of Abſalom, ap- 
pear to him to be an n to r 
upon. * 
eee 8 18 mene as 
having ** miſplaced a . affection on this 


= Alltheſe articular cons up read I | Chron, ha, 21. 5 


ce un- 
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W untatural fon,” and as og immode- 
rately for him. 

Tux firſt of theſe particulars doth not ap- 
pear in the hiſtory. Our author himſelf tells 
us that he left this reprobate ſon to ſuffer a 
three years baniſnment after the murder of 
Amnon, and that, though he ſuffered, not in- 
vited, him to return to Jeruſalem, yet would 
he not ſee him for two years more. Such a 
properly permanent reſentment, for a crime 
like Abfalom' 6; does not favour of a weak 
| me | | 

Ap yet if David | had been utes 
with it, to object it to him as a crime would 
be an accuſation by far too extenſive. This 
hath frequently been found a weak part in the 
wiſeſt and beſt men, as well a as in thoſe of a 
different character. A 

He was ſhocked indeed at the tight of 
Abſalom's falling in battle, and bitterly la- 
mented” his fall. But to reproach him for 
this! — What injuſtice to that virtuous, pa- 
rental tenderneſs, which muſt, of neceſſity, 
be overwhelmed with that moſt mournful of 
all reflections, That his ſon had died in his 
iniquity! no ſpace allowed for repentance! 
— died in the very act of rebellion againſt his 
"_ ſuperadded to the FIR inceſt, and 
the 
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the treacherous, long- protizeouted under of . 


a brother ! 
IHE ſtory of Nathan as rabies TP our au- 


thor 25 is almoſt too ridiculous for a ſerious diſ- 
_ cuſſion. - A fair view of it, as it ſtands in the 
firſt chapter of the firſt book of kings, would 
apprize any attentive reader how ridiculouſly 
our author , hath miſrepreſented this fact. 


H makes Nathan run, open-mouthed, 
firſt to Bathſheba and then to David, to com- 
plain — that he was not invited to Adoni- 


| Jah's merry bout. Nay, bids the honeſt rea- 


der turn to chapter and verſe and convince 
himſelf that no malicious conſtruction. i 1s put 


upon the tranſaction he produces, b 


TRR ſhort and true account of it is this. 
NarkaAN, a faithful friend to David, had 


watched the ambitious, aſpiring Adonijah, and 
plainly ſaw that every ſtep he took was di- 


rected towards. the throne. His chariots, and 


his horſemen, and his fifty men to run before 


| | him, plainly ſpoke. his purpoſe. . But when he 


ſaw that the eager. youth had, aſſembled a ca- 
bal of ſuſpectable perſons, with, the diſcon- 
tented, reſtleſs Joab at their head, and that 
he had left out Solomon, the declared ſuc- 


i ceſſor of the king, together with n and 


a p. 9 K b ib. the 
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the mighty men and himſelf, all true to their 
maſter's cauſe; he was then convinced that 
Adonyah's rebellion was ripe for 'it's eclat, 
WHEREFORE he haſted to apprize Bath- 
ſheba, the mother of Solomon, of her own 
and her ſon's imminent danger ; and like a 
loyal ſubject, reſted not till he ſaw the rebel- 
lion quelled, and the ſucceſſion ſettled agree- 
ably to the king's purpoſe, which had been 
regulated by that of Gop himſelf. 

Tus, my Lord, every exception of this 
author, hath been conſidered, either againſt 
David's character or againſt the divine autho- 
rity and dignity of the holy ſcriptures. It were 
to be wiſhed for the fake of readers, that 
this could have been done in ſmaller compaſs. 
But it requires fewer words to utter * 
than to refute them. 

H x concludes his performance with a re- 
troſpect view of his narrative, which he calls 
the ſum total. And having urged againſt Da- 

vid every one of the articles of accuſation 
which have here been obviated, he ſhuts up the 
character with this triumphant epiphonena. 

THESE, Chriſtians! are the outlines of 
«the life of a Jew-whom you are not aſhamed 
« to continue extolling as the man after God's 
*own heart! 


2 p. 93. H Now 
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Nov, Chriſtians have tio poſſible chance 
for gratifying this gentleman in this particu- 
lat, but by renouncing their Chriſtianity. 
While they embrace it, they cannot ceaſe to 
extol David, as the man after Gon's own 
| Heart. The ſcriptures, upon whoſe warrant 
they are Chriſtians, have taught and required 
them to ſpeak of him in that ſtrain. 

Eirnxx, therefore, this gentleman's pur- 
poſe in this exclamation is to ſeduce us to in- 
fidelity, or he will ſtand convicted of a blun- 
der. | . 0 ; f p | AZ 48 22 | 2 
He may poſſibly chuſe the former part of 
the alternative, | as leaſt e ere to * * | 


racer. 
Ix the courſe of this Vindication, the rea- 


der hath caught ſome glimpſes of the glories 
of David's true character. But it will be ne- 
ceſſary to contraſt our author's invective by a 
more regular, though it ſhall be a brief de- 
tail of thain, as TE are A in hs word 
of G05. = 
Wurn Gov had "cheated ts and his FY 
mily from the throne of Ifrael, he ſent Sa- 
muel to anoint one of the ſons of Jefſe, as 
ſucceſſor to the regal dignity. The young 
men paſſing in train before him, his own 


7 * 115 Eliab becauſe of the 
dig 


VIiNDICATED. 115 


dignity of his preſence. But his hand was 
checked with this divine effatum : The Lord 
« ſeeth not as man ſeeth, for — the Lord 
« Jooketh on the heart. But when David 
came before him, © Go p ſaid unto Samuel, 
« ariſe, anoint him, for this is he.“. Samuel 
therefore took the horn of oil and anointed 
« him ; and the ſpirit of the Lord came upon 
« David from that day forward.” 

His actions, through the general tenor of 
his life plainly betokened the preſence of this 
heavenly gueſt. 
| _ ONnc#& indeed he grieved and reſiſted it. 
He yielded to a foul temptation, A ſudden 
guſt of paſſion drove him into the crime of 
adultery. And he became ſo embarraſſed by 
it's conſequences, that he committed a deli- 
berate murder, to ſecure himſelf and the part- 
ner of his guilt from ſhame. But his repent- 
ance was bitter as his ſin was enormous. And 
Gop exprefily © forgave the wickedneſs of 
« his fin,” though the ſenſe of it kept his 
heart humble, and his conſcience tender ever 
afterwards. ot 
To return. After the 3 8 a” 
he went to feed his father's ſheep, . where, 
with his own hand, he flew: a lion, and-a 
Deans and delivered his flock from their ra- 
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vages.“ Omens of his future victories, over 
Gop's enemies, and provident care of 15 
people. 455 * 
So ME time after, with full aſſurance of 
faith, he accepted the challenge of a gigan- 
tic champion of the Philiſtines, which had 
diſheartned all his countrymen the. Iſraelites. 
« The Lord,” ſaid he, who delivered me 
out of the paw of the lion, and out of the 
« paw of the bear, he will deliver me out of 
« the hand of this Philiſtine. b 
 ApvaNCING towards him, he propheſicd 
his own victory by the aſſiſtance of Go p in 
whom he truſted. « ] come to thee,” faid he, 
ce in the name of the Lord Gor of hoſts, the 


« Gop of the armies of Ifrael. This day will 
« the e- Lord deliver thee into mine hand, 


« and 1 will take thine head from thee — 
« and all this aſſembly ſhall know that the 
cc Lord ſaveth not with ſword and ſpear.” c . 

"His ſucceſs was anſwerable to his faith. 
The Rone hurled from David's fling ſunk into 
the Philiſtine's forehead, and he carried his 
head' to the king. His modeſt deportment, 
upon an event which would have inflated and 
intoxicated | an baughty ſpirit, e 


2 1 Sam. 17. 34. 33. b w. v. 37. „ 
& 1 Sam. 17. 45 — 47. | 


won 


— 
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won for him the noble heart of Jonathan. 


« His ſoul was inſtantly knit with the ſoul of 
« David, and Jones loved him as his own 


« foul 1” a 
SAU. felt emotions we a baſer ſort. - The 


fame of the exploit ſoon raiſed his jealouſy. 
He attempted the life of David, -and purſued 
him from place to place in order to deſtroy 
him, abſurdly conſtruing David's flight into a 
treaſonable deſign againſt his life. 

HE once came by accident into David's 
power, and once alſo by an enterprize of Da- 
vid, extremely hazardous to his own ſafety. 
At each time David ſpared his life, and only 
took occaſion to expoſtulate with him on his 
cauſeleſs perſecutious. Saul readily acknow- 
ledged David's innocence and generolity, and 
his own folly and injuſtice. _ 

800 N after, he fell, with David- 8 brave 
friend Jonathan, in a. battle againſt the Phi- 
liſtines. David pathetically lamented their 
fall, and rewarded with death, the preſump- 
tuous Amalekite who brought the king's 
' crown and pretended, whether truly or falſe- 
ly,” that he had put an end to his life, 

Ir had been ſignified to David by Go p's 
prophet, that as a puniſhment for his foul 


a I Sam. 18, 1. 


H 3 adul- 
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adultery and murder, * the fword ſhould ne- 
ver depart from his houſe, and that Gon 


% would raiſe up evil to him out of it.” It 
aroſe, accordingly, by the rebellion of Abſa- 


lom; and David's humiliation on that occa- 
ſion, which called his fin to his remem- 
brance, is a noble leſſon of true penitence. 

Take it as follows. 


Z ADO RE the prieſt had brought the ark of 
Gop out of Jeruſalem, from whence David 


and his followers were flying before Abſalom. 
The king, judging himſelf unworthy of fo 
glorious an equipage, * ſaid unto Zadok, carry 


back the ark of Gov into the city. If I 


* ſhall find favour in the eyes of the Lord, 
«he will ſhew me both it, and his habitation. 


„But if he thus ſay, I have no delight in 


© thee: behold here am I, let him do to me 


<< as ſeemeth good unto him. — And David 
« went up by the aſcent of mount Olivet, and 


be wept as he went up, and had his head « C0- 
<yered, and he went barefoot. 


s8uc a royal example of penitence, my 
Lord, for fins like thoſe of David, or for any 


other, does not, I believe, any where elfe ap- 


pear in the whole range of hiſtory. What 
comes neareſt to it is the bitter and 'perma- 


2 2 Sam. 15, 25, 26, 


nent 


VINDICATED. 419 


nent remorſe of our royal martyr, for having 
conſented to the unjuſt execution of the car] 
of Strafford. 

WIr the fame meek abi of 
guilt did David receive the unmerited curſes 
and revilings of Shimei. © Behold, my ſon,” 
ſaid he © who came forth of my bowels ſeek- 
eth my life! how much more now may 
« this Benjamite do it. Let him alone, and 
« Jet him curſe, for the Lord hath bidden 
« him. It may be that the Lord will look on 
mine affliction, and that the Lord will re- 
* quite me good for his curſing this day. 

. INDEED a ſpirit of piety, ever zealous to 
promote Gop's glory, and ſtudious to refign 

all things to his diſpoſal, is conſpicuous i in al- 
moſt every part of his conduct. | 

TAKE a ſhort view of it in that 5 
cent proceſſion which he inſtituted for bring- 
ing home the ark of Gop which had, for 
twenty years, been abſent from it's place i in 
the tabernacle. On this occaſion * all Iſrael 
« brought up the ark of the covenant of the 
Lord with ſhouting and with ſound of the 
« cornet, and with trumpets, and with cym- 
e bals, making a noiſe with pſalteries and 
_ * harps.” : Days, tranſported with religious 


2 2 Sam. 16. 11, 12. a 
Joy. 
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joy, in the midſt of all this devout melody 
and exultation, and reflecting what a power- 
ful incentive to Devotion is a king's example, 
forgot, or rather deſpiſed the ſtatelineſs of the 
regal character. He put on the robe of holi- 
neſs, he played upon the pſaltery, he danced, 
to the grave ſolemn meaſures of the muſick, 
with the reſt of the proceſſion, * with all his 
* might.” | | 

THE ark, in which were . treaſured up ſe- 
veral monuments of the miracles of Gop's 
love to his people, and in which Gop himſelf 
dwelt, between the cherubim ; this awful re- 
poſitory being now fixed in it's place, David 
« offered burnt-offerings and peace-offerings, 
« and bleſſed the people in the name of the 
« Lord of hoſts. And he dealt among all the 
1 people, with a truly regal munificence ex- 
cited by a truly pious joy, © even among the 
"7 whole multitude of Iſrael, as well to the 


women as to the men, to eyery one a loaf 


„of bread, and a good piece of fleſh, and a 


« flagon of wine!“ 


Ir this be a COMIC TALE, b hows. is 


there nothing ſolemn, nothing venerable i in 
the affairs of men ! 


- 28, 


a 2 Sam. 6. fs 19. See alſo I . 15. 25 
b So our author ſtiles it. 


Wirz 


* * * 


eee tet 
- WirTn the like ardour and zeal of piety 
did he defire to build a temple, an habitation 
for the mighty Gop of Jacob. To this uſe he 
dedicated the whole ſpoils of all his proſperous 
wars, carried on in execution of Gop's com- 
miſſion. For this great work did he, before. 
his death, make abundant preparation, that 
the Lord's houſe might be exceeding mag- 
« nifical of fame and glory throughout all 
* countries.” a 
THE reader may ſee, in the twenty eighth 

chapter of the firſt book of Chronicles, with 
what magnificent, holy prodigality he poured 
forth his treaſures for the ſupply of all the ap- 
paratus' of this ſtupendous building; having 
for many years before been preparing mate- 
rials for the building itſelf; and with what 
chearful, animating exhortations he incited 
Solomon to execute the plan which he laid 
before him, and explained to him, having re- 
ceived it himſelf from the Spirit of Gop. 
All this“ ſaid he the Lord made me un- 
4 derſtand in writing by his hand upon me, 
even all the works of this pattern. > Be 


EET 44. . n 
b The temple was to succeed the 1 9 8 Moſes had re- 

deived from Gop the pattern of the latter; David received from 

him that of the former. Both were intended to repreſent hea 

venly things. See Heb. 

. « ftrong ” 
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4 ſtrong ” added he and of good courage, 
and do it. Fear not nor be diſmayed, for 
* the Lord Gop, even MY GoD, will be 
* with thee, and he will not fail thee nor for- 
*« fake thee until thou haſt finiſhed all the 
be work for the SERVICE OF. THE 
„HOUSE OF THE LORD.” | 
Bur the true and compleat portraiture of 
David's heart, is to be ſeen in the book of 
Pſalms. | 
- So exalted. conceptions of Gop' $ majeſty, 
uch a love of him, ſuch a zeal for his ho- 
nour, ſuch a. ſelf-refignation to his will, fo 
ſteady a confidence in his truth and goodneſs, 
fo lively a faith in his promiſes of redemption, 
ſuch earneſtneſs of prayer, ſuch. humility of 
penitence, ſo exquiſite ſentiment of the riches 
of Gop's bounty, ſuch tranſports of grati- 
tude to him, ſo pathetic declarations of the 
Redeemer to come, ſuch rejoicing in his fal- 
vation, and fo zealous denunciations of wrath 
againſt his deſpiſers ; theſe noble traits which 
_ adorn that exquiſite picture of David, ſuffi- 
ciently unfold the meaning af the title which 


heaven conferred upon him, cc The man after 
« Gop' s own heart.” 


A collection of heavenly devotions like this, 


15 not elſewhere to be found. And the mu ut 
| "i urch 


&* 
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Church hath all along eſteemed and recom- 
mended it as the rich, inexhauſtible magazine, 
from whence may be drawn expreſſions and 
meditations, ſuitable to every fituation 
of the Chriſtian heart. 
 WuiLs David was yet a youth, his heart 
obtained Gop's teſtimony that it was accept 
able to him. And after he had fulfilled his 
courſe, the inſpired prophets and apoſtles, nay 
Chriſt himſelf ſpoke of him as having abey- 
ed the will of God in his generation,” as 
« the man after Gop's own heart,” as a oy | 
tern of ſincere love and obedience to him. 
He was therefore pitched upon, as the 
progenitor, nay the repreſentative, of Chriſt; 
in whoſe perſon, being alſo endued with the 
ſpirit of prophecy, he ſpoke many things as 
of himſelf, which are cited by the apoſtles as 
propheſied of our redeemer. As he thus pre- 
figured Chriſt, ſo did his throne the throne 
of Chriſt. It is repreſented by St. Peter, as 
that in which he was to be ſucceeded by the 
Meſſiah, whoſe neee m the me 
he alſo foretold. a, 


' a He Lido faith St. Peter, that Gord would raiſe up 
*« Chriſt to fit on his throne.” The throne then on which Chriſt 
" was to fit is in heaven, at Gop's right hand. What an high idea 
bark d this F to us of of the chrone of David! 1 


Now 
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Now ſince Chriſt and his*goſpel do thus 


ſteadily vouch for the purity and integrity of 
David's heart; to aſſert the turpitude of it is, 


in effect, to renounce Chriſt and his goſpel. 
IT may be urged, that there are ſome in- 
ſtances of his conduct which appear ſuſpect- 
able and dubious, I ſpeak not of what Gop 
reproved and puniſhed, nor of the fudden emo- 
tions of human frailty; — yet Gop, who 


knew them in all their circumſtances, hath 


/ 


ſufficiently pronounced his acquittal, by pro- 
poſing him openly, as a pattern to all man- 
kind, for humble penitence, for zealous love 
of him, and for chearful attention to the ca 
filling of all Bi will. 

svn is the character of David; dedueible 
from the general tenor of his life, and fealed 
by Gop himſelf. Gop ſeeth not as man ſeeth, 
for man looketh on the outward appearance. 
A ſeries of actions, gariſhly dreſt, for the pub- 
lick eye, ſhall render the man highly eſteem- 
ed among men, who is in the fight of Goy 
abominable. < For he looketh on the heart.“ 

To the authority of his word, appeal hath 
all along been made in this vindication. The 
problematical paſſages of David's life have, by 
this, their true touchſtone, been approved. | 


Such of them as our author, with the pious 
view 
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view of proving -< the ſeriptures inconſiſtent 
« with themſelves,” 2 had groſſly miſrepre- 
ſented have, by recourſe had to the ſame au- 
thority, been rectified and adjuſted. 

TRE touch of this ſword of the Spirit, like 
that of the ſpear of Ithuriel, hath diveſted 
David of the diſguiſe which our author had 
hung round him, and ſet him before us in his 
native comelineſs, and the man after Gop's 
| own heart, ſtands confeſt before our eyes. 
Tu Ar he juſtly poſſeſſes this title we . 
no farther proof. 

I,x the bible be the 1 Gop; and no 
propoſition was ever more fully proved, then 
will it's authority be deciſive, and will need 
none of our advocation. If it be not the word 
of Gop, our fine pleadings in behalf of what 
it declares. or preſcribes, can never give it a 
divine authority. They will ſtand juſt upon 
the ſame level with the fine remonſtrances, 
which any of the advocates for eternal recti- 
tude and fitneſs ſhall be pleaſed to oppoſe to 
them. And the by-ſtanders, no authority 
claiming their aſſent, will think of the queſtion 
each according to his own FANCY. 

WHATEVER is, in the bible, declared as 
Gop's doing, or as commanded or approved 


| 2 p. 94. 
aan by 
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by him, that, whether we can perceive it or 
not, is true and right and fitting. | 
To determine upon truth and rectitude 
21 fitneſs, requires the exact knowledge of 
almoſt innumerable circumſtances, many of 
them, through our dark, enigmatical glaſs, ſo 
undiſcernable, that we hardly gueſs 25 
< at the things that are before us. 
Ix is eaſy, indeed, to ſtate every ſcripture: 
3 in tbeſt, and, clothing it with imagined 
circumſtances, of even with the few real 
ones which appear to us, to determine what 
it is that truth and fitneſs and rectitude de- 
mand there. But let us afk our own expe- 
rĩience whether ſuch an aſſemblage of cifcum- 
ſtances as generally comes in view, even in 
facts which happen within out notice, be ſuf- 
ficient to enable us to pronounce with confi- 
dence concerning their rectitude. ; 
T x true hypothefis of ſctipture- facts and 
doQrines; the real conditiont undet which they 
ſtand, their motives, heceffities &c. which give 
them their true colbur and character, theſe 
being, by GOD in his 'wifdoth, imperfectiy 
imparted to us; our judgments concerning 
them muſt be, accordingly, uncertain, and if 
pronounced dogmatically, fidiulbu. * 5 


of 7 REA- 
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A REASONER under theſe circumſtances; 
muſt be ranked in the ſame claſs with thoſe 
ſmall profeſſors of phyſick who, ignorant of 
the ſymptoms of their abſent patient's diſeaſe; 
_ readily pronounce it's nature and cure, from 
the inſpection of a phial of jumbled urine. = 

THE moſt conclufive, as well as the moſt 
compendious reaſoning is, to receive what is 
demonſtrated to be Gop's word, as the true 
ſtandard of all our JO which wy way 


relate to HIM. 


I x ſhould therefore Ga my Lord, that 

much labour hath been loſt, as well as much 
miſchief done, by a late claſs of divines, who 
affected to make way for the reception of 
Chriſtian doctrines as the word of Gop, by 
firſt recommending them to men's reaſon, as 
they called it. A procedure which manifeſtly 
tends to weaken the force of the mighty 
* conviction,” of the holy ſcripture ; inviting 
us to receive it, as the word of man,” not 
© as it is, indeed, the word of God.“ 

Ir it is, indeed, the word of Gop, doth it 
need, quick and: powerful as it is, the aid of 
our feeble rhetorick ? ought not it's «faith- 
“ful ſeyintze wy to demand our acceptation, 


i Jn, then, theſe venerable profeſſors of fitneſs and rectitude 
be known by the ſtile and title of URINE-DOCTORS. 


purely 
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purely on account of their own divine 1 808 
and dignity? | | 0 Tt 

Tuxxx is no doubt but that, + AIM chalk re- 
e with full aſſurance of faith, upon the 
warrant of miracles, their own heaven-ſealed 
credentials, they will ſoon approve themſelves 
to the honeſt and good heart, as © holy and 
* juſt and good.” But if reaſon, that is fancy, 
conceit, imagination, be previouſly appealed 
to, what will enſue but endleſs queſtions, 
and perverſe diſputings, for ever ſhutting out 
the only deciſive argument, that of divine au- 
thority? ? 

"<< 1 this. decifventſs; T have, as I 
ſaid, all along, my Lord, appealed to it, 
thraugh the courſe of this Vindication. The 
ſcriptures pronounce David the man after 
God's own heart: and it hath been ſhewn, 
by appeal chiefly made to them, that they re- 
lar nothing of him ice with rhis 
character. W 

We RE the n as the. Church of 
England as eager to make. uſe of their privi- 
ledge of reading the bible, as their forefathers 
were at the reformation zealous to obtain it, 
the number of objectors to Chriſtianity would 
decreaſe, and, at the ſame time, the hands 
of it's advocates would be ſtrengthened. 

| * 
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I is greatly to be lamented that 4 gene- 


ral neglect of the word of Gop hath of late 


years prevailed amongſt us, and the only bible 

which hath been appealed to, hath' been every 
man's private conceit, how vena ſoever 
from the doctrines of the goſpel. 

Some ſcattered Paſſages of the ſeriptares, 
furtifſh out objections to thoſe who feek them; 
and That extenfive knowledge of the whole, 
which, would readily ſupply the ſincere Chrif- 
tian with matter of triumphant defence; is 
rarely to be found. 
1x default of it, either the Chriſtian ___ 


is in filence ſuffered to be inſulted ; or re- 


courſe" is had to reafonings and juſtifications 
drawn from the ſources of oratory, ſuch- as; 
where matter of fact is concerned, were ne- 
ver known to convince any man. 

Fr might be hoped; that the numerous 
comments and illuſtrations upon the bible 
which have, for ſome time paſt, been ſwarm- 
ing from the preſs, would prove a remedy for 
this evil. T fear, my Lord, they tenck d to in- 
creaſe it., 

I inſiſt not now on the alarming confideras 
tion that ſome” of them may be covertly cal- 
culated to ſubvert the-faith of the unlearned, 


ng to explain away the moſt important, eſ- 
ſential 
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ſential doctrines of che Goſpel. What I would 
at preſent obſerve. is, that Prolixity hath, for 
an obvious reaſon, been the aim in, all cheſe 
performances; and that this end hath been at- 


tained by unedifying, philological diſquiſi- | 


tions, and by the diſcuſſion of < fooliſh and 
e unlearned queſtions,” 9 which ſerve only to 
gender ſtrife” and to. ſupply ſceptical, mat- 
ter to the prroges Ahe of the Robi 
Hood. . i 3 

Tn E ſingle end an deſign 3 which G Gop 
gave to mankind the ſacred volume, v Was, 0 to 
« make them wiſe unto; ſalvation.” To ſhew 


them Jeſus Chriſt, the Redeemer, and the ne- 


8 ceſſity of an obedient faith in him. And he 


is the beſt divine, who is able to make the 


1 flouriſhing ſociety hare, for the ſmall price PT ET 


pence, any of his majeſty's ſubjects may hear Gop's diſpenſa- 


tions and decrees arraigned and condemned for a whole evening 
together. 
Any individual, having paid 0% Bis bid three pence, may 


f W up as couneil againſt HIM, and be heard for five 1 minutes 


or for ten, if he reaſons cogently, y. 
| A journey-man barber is ſaid to have acquired 1 ho- 
nour there, by refuting irrefragably that ſtory of the Evangeliſts, 
« That a voice was heard from heaven at the baptiſm of Chriſt,” 
His DEMONSTRATION ran thus. True philoſophy de- 
monſtrates air to be the neceſſary vehicle of found, This ve- 
« hicle is allowed on all hands to extend no higher than fifty 
miles; a meer point to the diſtance of heaven ! the * theres 


beit 
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beſt uſe of this book to the great purpoſe 85 
his own and the common ſalvation. 

THe beſt comment upon the bible viewed 
in this light is — the bible itſelf. Diligently 
and frequently peruſed, it will every moment, 
furniſh the honeſt and good heart with tri» 
umphant refutations of the whole chicanery 
of infidelity; with new motives, arguments, 
ſuggeſtions for the confirmation of faith, the 
animating of hope, the invigoration of cha- 
rity to Gop and man. 

THAT your Grace may long continue to 
adorn your high ſtation, a zealous patron of 
all that is pure and honeſt and lovely and of 
good report; a grave reprover of all that is 
vile and infidel: in all things ſhewing your- 
ſelf a pattern of good works, in doctrine pre- 
ſerving that uncorruptneſs, that catholic form 
of ſound words which cannot be refuted, is 
the hearty prayer of, my Lord, 


Your Grace's moſt dutiful ſon 


and humble ſervant 


THOMAS PATTEN. 
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